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me covernment here was santos & to take such & a 


to gave the front and to. prevent the ‘Maximeliste from obtaining 


¢ fall control. We took | 


ments, I later had a conversation with the Prime. iinister who ere 


“yesterday but eteps indicated therein must be taken tanaceately 


_.-PARAPHRASE 


, ote | in 1 anae 


ote of the tacte communicated and 


Jointly protested against © any 8 uch step being taken — ee 


‘previously submitting the question, to our respective. Govern 


confirmed the Conmander in. ‘Chief's statement. “Formation of | eee 


national troops a am ageured is to proceed at ‘fun 


available, I still hold the views expressed in ay telegram of 


Department has been sent a oopy of this telegram. SMITH - 
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“Telegram received Novenber 0, 4017 DS C: 12 207 7 


en amannt 9 AFER AED BO 


- gTOCKHOLM ~ 


oa Eabasey 


ee erey 


ment would revert was epectally: enphasized. 


and legislative powers. woe given to members: of ‘Rusetan nation 


al assembly of the Caucasus. numbering thirty-six to be con- 
vvested. in epectal 


“vened- December 38th, until that date | power 


committed; the above excludes various national and party 


committees. — MAlitary, Commander Cossacks declared Republic 


and eleoted president a few days since with Ekaterinodar as 


the capital. Such armovement taking 
of the Terent - - 7“-co? encouraging ‘pon Cossacks. strongly 
recommend I may be dinetructed to recognize these ae facto. - 


governments and Don requested in my telegram of November 18th. 
ately extended 4n order to check <_ 


‘place among the Cossacks 


se 
THON a cae 


(apparent omission) be immedi 


disturbances which otherwise would be precipitated by Russian 


' troops here and on front, 


force national troops will be ass 


“November 16th askin 
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I have the honor to report that the situation” in 
this District is still very tense, but I pelieve if eco 
support is given to the authorities, order will be ma in- 
tained and the Caucasus will prove a valuable asset to the 
Allies and in the future to ‘Russia. I am glad to report 
that my efforts to pring about a Georgian and Armenian un= 
derstanding have been successful and owing to this the 
Maximal ist movement here could be checked as well as the 
planned uprising of the Moslem population. On November 
24th, a provisional government was created here consisting 
of 12 representatives of all parties (exeent the cadets and 
maximalists) and of the four nationalities of the Caucasus. 
All legislative and executive functions will pe vested on 
December 29th in the members of the Russian National As- | 
sembly for Transcaucasia. — Loyalty to Russia and a union 
with it as soon as a central representative Government will 
pe established was specially emphasized. Last week the 
Yuban declared itself a Republic and elected as President 
Mr, Bich, a very wise choige, this gentleman having shown 
considerable ability as Mayor of Baku and latter as Chaire- 


man of the Committee of Provisions and Supplies for this 


Tt is indicated that similar measures 


Cee? 


will be taken by the Cossacks of the Terek. I am trying 


District and front. 


to bring about a work ing agreement or Union between Trans@ 


caucasia and the above referred to stat 


al : ee we mean 


eB, which would 


a 
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mean a union with all the Cossack States in Russia. I 


believe, as. I had the honor to report previously, that 
the situation of Russia depends dn such a Federation. 

As there can ben no further reliance in the troops 
on the North and Central German fronts and as no relience 
can be placed in the population back of those svontescl 
believe we should take advantage of and assist the Feder~ 
ation now peing formed and hold, if conditions do not im- 
prove, at all costs, a line including the Government of 
Tkaterinodar, the Don and Volga Basins and the Ural. ‘The 
holding of this line would embarass the Germans more than 
any other measure which could now pe adopted, as it would 
leave her to: deal with a population and army in a state of 
anarchy and witho ut grain, coal, oil or metals. It would 
either force the Germans to keep 4 large number of troops 
in Russia or force Maximalist Russia, left without bread 
or supplies, to come to terms with the allies and the 
Southern Federation. Of course this would mean taking over 
the Transiberian and sending out geveral army corps. I 
apologize to the Embassy for reporting my views on the 
general situation and without knowledge thereof, except in 
so far as if can be judged by conditions here and reports 
which reach me. 

In the Caucasus order can be maintained 80 long 
as the soldiers and soldiers wifes and workmen can pe paid. 


At present there is a currency crisis which ina few days 


will become acute and may precipitate gerious disorders. I 


recommeded to the Department to recognize the de facto 
Covernments here and to issue a4 loan to them of ten million 
dollars with which about 120 million Rubles in Russian cure 


rency could be purchased and shipped to the Caucas ts from 


Persia 
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Persia. Failing receipt of currency from Petrograd, this 
would seem to be the only means of esting the situation 

and would have the advantage of raising the price of rubles 
in Persia where a considerable Russian force has to be 
maintained until substituted by the national corps now under 


formation. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


% 


Your obedient servant, * 


c/c to the Department of State. - 
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE AMERIGAN CONSUL GENERAL 


Do. 2 0 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
Moscow, Russia. 


“he Jonoreble 
David E. Francis, 
American Ambassador, 
Petrograd. 
ogi Ge 


have the honor to +vansmit herewith enclosed para- 
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phrases of three telegrens received at this von ulete 


; Tove a sae : Tor ne American 
Seneral under date of Vovember 9, L9L7 zrom the Am 


vl at Diflis. 


tT have the hono- te- Vey PLES 


servant, 


Mie 


cConsulL-ceneral. 


Your obedier 


hes < ‘ ed ce a.,4 - - 
MmelLosres: AS $ but ete 


PARAPHRASE OF CIPHER TELEGRAM RECEIVED A] THE 


ANERICAN CONSULATE GSNSRAL MOSCON FROM THE AMBRI CAN CONSUL 


AG TIFLIS ON NOVEMBER 17, 1917. 


November 9, three p- m. Telegraphic communication 


cut, I have to request that, if 


with the Embassy having been 


possible, you send the following to the Embassy by courier 
and inform them 4s to general conditions: — 
Wo. 19 - 9th; the project for forming national 


troops having peen adopted py the Provisional Government, 


I strongly recommend the jmaediate formation of 20,000. 
regular ¢4roops, principally Turkish and Armenian, with 6 
few of the Allied subjects now in Russia, and & few British, 
French and, possibly, American officers, to be known &8 

the Allied Division. Only by this method can coopers~ 
tion be secured with General Maude pefore next January 
General Maude is now advancing up the Tigris and the matter 
is urgent. If I am correctly informed, equipment can be 
obtained here a8 4 1oan from the Russians. mis front can 
not only be held, but an active offensive can be taken if 
immediate support is given to this proposal, 80 as to make 
44 effective by January and by the formetion of the 
authorized national corps by April. Please let me have 
telegraphic instructions. I pelieve we can put the matter 


through. 
(Signed) Smith. 


PARAPHRASE OF CIPHER TELEGRAM RECEIVED AT THE 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL MOSCOW FROM THe AMERICAN CONSUL 
AT TIFLIS ON NOVEMBER 17, 1917. 


November 9, three p: mn ‘Please communicate the 
following to the American Embassy ot Petrograd: - 

No. 21. In answer to the Embassy's No. 66, a8 
nothing is being done here veseoting the national troops, 
I edvise the Eubassy to urge immediate action. See the 


representative of Armenia, General Baglatuni. Kindly in- 


form me what orders have already been given by the Provi- 


sional Government respecting the formation of national 


corps in the Caucasaa, in order 4nat we may expedite thes 


_....axecut Lon. 
ed) Smith. 
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PARAPHRASE OF CIPHER TELEGRAM RECEIVED AT THE AMERICAN 


CONSULATE GENERAL MOSCOW FROM THE AMERICAN CONSUL AT TIFLIS 
ON NOVEMBER 17, 1917. : 


November 9, three p. me. ‘Kindly communicate the 
following message to the American Embassy at Petrograd; 

No. 20. The 39th division and the otf prigadesof 
Cossack infantry have annoumed their intention of leaving : 
the front for the north of the rere 


(Signed) Smith. 
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‘Tiflis, Russia. November 2, 1917. 
Set SasSroy Yip | SUBJECT:- MILITARY SITUATION ON PERSIAN FRONT. 


THE HONORABLE 


“DAVID R. FRANCIS, 


PETROGR 


fi a ? 


_ Peiragradl 
ij (NOV 1s 1917 


'Counselor’s Office 


I have the honor to enclose for the eibakey*é she 
formation copies of 2 letters on the above subject from Dr. 
Shedd, head of the American Mission at Urmia, Persia, who 
is one of the best informed perecie in that region. His 

report fully confirms the facts which I have for the last 
geveral months been reporting to the Embassy and the De- 
partment. The situation, however, is even worse in its 
broader aspect than Dr. Shedd realizes and I can assure the 
Embassy the facts I have reported were carefully weigned 


and considered pefore being submitted. 


| 
| 


IT have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


American Consul. 


Enclosures: As indicated. 
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Urumia, Persia. 
Oct. 10,1917 


°c 


pear jir, Paddock, 


| There is really not a great d 

in the way of news but I want to try to. write 

nan in the past about the general situation. 
ious, as you know, about conditions lately, for 
on the verge of a complete breakdown on the part of the Russian 
troops here. At best they sre onl¥ marking time and there is no 
real evidence of readiness or desire on their part to do any 
fighting. I was told yesterday that the soldiers are saying now 
that the British Bave no risht to fight and kill the poor Turks, 
because the latter are now "democratic"! Some of the officers 
want to fight and as you unow several have come to me asking help 
to set into the American Army; but I dont hear of any gencral 
or successful efforts of the officers to raise the morale of the 
ary. There are also Lately arrivals who wear the badge of the 
yolunteer battalions who are pledged to fight to the death, and 
the Araenians are ready to fight. | have yet to find anyone, 
however, Russian or other, who is in touch with the army and has 
any hope of their fighting. The commissary is evicently preaking 
dowmm. The last I heard was that they think they have found stores 
of wheat in Marngha that will feed them; but I have no idea that 
there are sufficient quantities to amount to anything. “his 
opinion cane from the quartermaster-gereral , as I suppose he 
would. be called, and I think it shows how Little their respon 
sible officers know of the situation. The Armenian battalions 
are an uncertain quantity, because of the possibility of dis- 
turbances in the Caucasus, between the races there. In that sac 
case the Armenian coldiers would all go home. in case of an : 
avacuntion by the Russian Troops, there would probably be dis~- 


order, and the evacuation itself might be simply the departure 
of a mob. 


eal to report here 
a Little more fully 
We have been anx- 
we are all the tine 


we have sone over tie situation more or less, not in - 
any general mission meeting but with people who were more or 

Less in touch with the situation, in private and earefully. 

The British advance, especielly if kms Mosul is occupled, changes 
he situation very materially. It will sober the Moslem popul- 
ation and will give a line of escane for the Christian population 
if matters came to the worst; but we still need to watch matters 
Closely. ‘There is undoubtedly an eiement in the Moslen population 
ready for disorder and outrage, and the better element is usually 
helpless to act in any determined or conerrted way. The intrigues 
and plans that are on foot in the Caucasus for independent #Aa 
“goslen and Goorgian stetes and for a coalition against the Arm- 
enians, ure at vors here also. IJ am sure of this, though I can- 
not say just how far this is the case. At all events it has seemed 
ag well to consider what could be done in case of peril. The 
nguntaineers are arned and could, no doubt, hold in check or ter- 
orize the Mosleas, but it would be very hard to hold them to any 
khhad of regular or controlled defense of people in peril, It is 
quite possible that arms could be obtainec by other Christians 

but they too. would be only less unreliable for oder than the 
mountaineers. in case of disorder hrer we could nrobably get 

to Tabriz, but the native Christian nopylation would be in grea 
danger. Russia. would be a poor place of refuge and to make the ir 
way to the British would be difficult and they sould Pind famine 
there. 

Tt has seemed to me tiat two Lines are wise to follow. 

one is to keep in touch with the Arneniane and Syrians and to 
nromote untiy between them, The Armenians realize the danger of 


he situation and they ere at Least more or less organized. 
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ALL that could be done should be done to promote good relations 
with the Moslems and to have a responsible Persian Government 
who should understané that the responsibility rests on them; 
but one cannot be sure either of the will or the epility of 
the Persians to keep the Christians safe. The other line is 
to keep the British informed as far as possible and also to 
try to have them keep in mind the safety of the Christian 
population here, I have hoped that General Shore would be here 
soonand that I could talk over the whole situation with him. 
Mr, Gracey, who is In contact with Col. Marsh and others ap 
Tiflis, is to report the situation there and he tells me that 
Gol. Marsh is in connection with Mesopatamia by wireless. 
{I thought also that as soon as it is known that the British 
are at Mosul, we could get into communication with them by 
gyrinn messengers. One of the former members of the English 
Mission Ls now on the intelligence staff with the British 
Arny, Lieutenant Reed, 


I @ont believe that these prognosticalions of evbl will 
come true, but I think that we ought to take all possible 
precautions and be ready for whatever may come, just as far 
as possible. 


I must close and get this to Dr. Fleming, 
Yours sincerely, 


“WA, Shedd. 


COPY 


Urumia, Persia. 


Oct, 19,1017 


Dear Mr, Willoughby-Smith, 


t 


I enclose with this a copy of a 
letter that I wrote not long ago to llr, Paddock- It will 
explain itself and will also explain, I think, why I am 


sending it to you. Mr. Gracey has, I presume, reported to 


you conditions here and told you of our conversation here. - 


‘The food situation here is exceedingly 


serious and I think that there is likely to be disorder in 


consequence, Tt is folly, I feel sure, to try to feed an 


eens army off the country and that seems to be the plan. As the 

Gommissary fails, I think there will be increasing disorder 
among the soldiers and in any case increasing, famine in the 
country. If the British could take charge of the Syrian and 
Armenian Volunteers it would be the best thing from the 
military and political points of vier. In sny case, it is 
desirable for tie British to aake thenselves felt end seen 
in this part of Persia. IT sunpose this might involve frict- 
ion with the Russians, and I dont express any opinion on 
that, 

sme 69 afraid that there may be develooments 
making it very unsafe for the Christian vopulation here, includim 
the foreipfners. At all events, there is no dependence on 
the Russian troops, either for. defence or for keeping oder 
or even for staying on. 

I aveil myself of the ooportunity 
of iH. Decros' going to send this. | enclose a note for 


Mr. A.O.Sanmuel. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Petrograd, November 3, 1517, ag 


In veply to your letvar of October 1 


the political and military situation in your district, Ao 
T bey to inform you that your letter hes recaived care- = 


atbtehtion anand if o 


nity offsra, your suagrestions oe 


Wii bs Drought to the attention of ths military outheri= a 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE, 


Tiflis, Russia. November 2, 191727 


wo} 


The Honorable i. 
David R. Francis a 


American Ambassador, 


Petrograd. 


T have the honor , 


o enclose herewith a copy of memo- 


randa, prepared by Gen. Shore, of a conversation held by him 


and the British Consul with Dr. Donskoi, the Military Com- 


missioner for this front,and another conversation which I 


had with Gen. Averianov and Gen. Shore. 


The disorganization here is almost beyond descript- 


ion and there seems to be a total absence not only of leader- 


ship but of a desire to work or improve conditions. Every- 


thing has to be reconstructed and instead of seeing only the 


hopelessness of the situation and allowing it to drift, ad- 


vantage should be taken of the favorable conditions created 


by the proposed nationalization of troops to reorganize the 


entire military, supply and transport administration of the 


Caucasus and place it on a business like footing. All this 


can be done by next Spring if taken in hand at once. The 


task is a difficult one, but it can be done with a few in- 


telligent and efficient men to act as advisers, a little 


money, a comparatively small amount of Railroad material 


and a detachment of Railroad men and mechanics, automobiles. 


Red Cross supplies, a few specialists and the utilization 


of the material at our disposal now in the Caucasus. There 


is plenty of grain in the North Caucasus to feed the army 


and the population with a balance left over. The railroads 


in operation with those almost completed are sufficient. 


But 
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But repairs must be made and proper administration intro- 
duced otherwise the troops cannot be .fed and there will be 
serious riots among the population. The United States can 
do this at little cost, eventually it will have to take it 
up and it may be too late to be of use except-to the enemy. 
It is a point which is essential. It is a matter which 
has to be accomplished if Rusete is to be saved, the fears 
of the Russian authorities notwithstanding Dr. Donskoi in 
his interview with Gen. Shore, must have deliberately mis- 
stated facts concerning the railroad, as he has been fully 
advised of the facts by Gen. Averianov, Gen. Engelke,Chief 
of Military communications and by others. Everybody is 
afraid to act and someone must act. The former Minister 
of Labor Skobeleff told me in a persoanl conversation at 
Petrograd that foreign railroad men in charge of the Trans- 
Siberian would precipitate trouble and strikes. In my 
opinion it would not if there were enough of them, it would 
not in this District. In regard to maritine transportation; 
there appears to be enough ships if properly utilized. But 
again there is a total lack of administration and of repair- 
ing facilities. In both of which the British Government 
could greatly assist by assigning a small number of men both 
transport experts and mechanics. As this also has to be 
done, it is best to do it while it can be of some use. 
From every report I hear the Turks are massing very formi- 


dable forces against General Maude and on the Syrian front 


and it is frightful to contemplate the danger to which these 


armies are exposed for lack of cooperation on this front, a 
cooperation which can only be purchased at the cost of an 
effort on our part and the part of Great Britain, as above 
indicated. Ido not agree with Dr. Donskoi in the 


necessity 
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necessity on this front of "an Ukrain Corps", which Corps 


should be utilized on the Austrian front. The Armenian, 


Georgian and Cossack Corps with the artillery already 


available here should be sufficient, together with 2 Di- 


visions of irregular scouts made up of Turkish-Armenians | 


and Assyrians. 


I have the honor to be, Sir 


Your obedient servant, 


American Consul. 


c/c sent to the Department of State. 


Enclosure: As indicated. 
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He Cid not think any nressure 
brought by Allies on Central Govt, 
in matter of flour from N, Caucasus 
wouls help matters, because they were 
POWEPLESS over disorders in that 
pert of Russia (Rostev on Don, Arma- 
vir &c,) 

He thought the Cauc, Rallways were 
doing their utmost to assist, and 


cdenrecated foreign help except in so := 


Parag Locomotives went, but would 
let me know whether Specialist advice 
wepe required, Though at the present 
moment it would do more harm than 
good, 

At any rate they had 40 days to 
GO upon before crisis as to food 
supply beceme honeless, (this does 
not agree with what Averianov said, 
who gave the situation a week, if 
larger sunplies of flour CLO: net 
arrive and said supply wagons were 
at nresent being looted and sola 
by the very men who were ekca haves 
told off to suara then). 

Donskoi is of course the Poli- 
ticial Representative of the Re- 
publican Govt, 

He seid there were a great many 
Punours being spread to intention- 
Slly renresent the situation as much 
worse than it is and to create mis- 
chief end mistrust between the ALLIES; 
and he welcomed heart to heart con- 


* 


Pidences between the Representatives of the 


allied countries, ADOlogized for 
not returning my call &c, - inge- 
neéeral very friendly and very clear 


. 


in enunciation of his mwiews, 
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Tne Honorable 


David R. aerate 


American Ambassador, | 
cypre OEE ay 


cae Caran See’ 


Petrograd. 


Dear Mr, Ambassador: 


Following my dispatch to the 


Rmbassy of October 19th, 1917, I have the honor to 


report that the morale of the Russian troops on this 


front,as well as throughout the entire country, is- 


not improving, and constitutes with the growing power 


of the "polsheviks' a real menace. As l attempted to 


submit briefly to the Embassy in my dispatch above 


referred to, the salvation of Russia seems to ‘Lie in 


the strengthening of the national spirit of the several 


distinct races and in their Union. 


a movement might prove 


The encouragement of such 


of incalculable value to the Allies and to the future 


Armenians, Georgians, 


A union of the 


of this country. 


would form a vowerful combin- 


Cossacks and the Ukraine 


emocrats could 


tion, around which loyal Russ sian d 


the conclusion 


to oppose a separate peace with Germany, 


of which the growth of "HoLshevism' renders possible. 


Such a Union could furnish broaps which would enable 


it to repudiate a treaty of this sort and would render 


possible, with the assistance of the allies, the con™ 


tinuance of the war on @ nart, at Least, of the main 


Russian front. 


The danger of a separate peace was one of the 


causes 


gather 
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causes which impelled me to appeal. to the Embassy with 


such insistence for help on this® 


The campaign 
here can be liquidated easily with little effort and 
another route opened into Russia through the Persian 


Gulf. It would bring the British troops in Mesopatamia 


and Syria in salutary and refreshing contact with the 
Russians. The situation justifies the eu uiognent here 
of some of ‘the acutest brains the Allies can dispose of, 
to study and improve transportation and render possible: 
an effective and prompt offensive. 


“with the highest consideration and esteem, 


very respectfully yours, 


American Consul. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE. 
Tiflis, Russia. October 30,1917 
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SUBJECT: -FINANCING RUSSIAN ARMIES IN PERSIA, Poregrad 


The Honorable 
David R.Francis, 
American Ambassador, 


Petrograd. 


eal Ge 

T have the honor to report that following the 
recommendations which 1 one es the British Military 
Authorities here, and referred to in my cuierean Oe 
Sept. sOoth to the Embassy, the British Government has 
placed at the disposal of Baratov's Corps. the sum of 
13,500,000 krans and a further sum of 15,600,000 krans 
monthly. Payment of the sterling exchange for five 
million roubles, placed by the British Government at 
the disposal of Baratov's Corns, reported in my telegram 
to the Embassy of Oct. 1Oth, is to be continued up to 
Oct. 28th, 1947. 

The above measures fully sati@fy Baratov's needs 
for Persian currency. The case of Vadbolsky's Corps 
has received no further attention. In ay telegram Lo 
the Embassy of Sept. 50th. suggested the following:~ 
"wadbolsky can be supplied by shippiné 30,000 poods of 
sugar monthly to the Northern provinces of Persia. This 
will realize three million xkrans monthly. By shipments 


of petroleum another million is available. The nine 


. 
+ 


millions wieh remain must be supplied by Petrograd or 


v 


a loan must be floated with the Persian banks and 


guaranteed by the U,o. To cover the existing deficit 


Petrograd 


= Ou 
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Petrograd should at once ship bullion to Teheran or 
float a loan as above.” | 

The silver krans from Petrograd are not coming 
in regularly and no definite sum can be relied on. It 
is of the utmost importance that Gen. Averianov, head 
of the Department one Supplies of the armies on this 
front, be kept supplied with sufficient currency for 
the needs of the corps in Persia, and it would be of 
considerable assistance to this office to know exactly 
how these needs are being ete As the silver for this 
purpose was purchased on credits granted by the United 
States and as one of the copps is now practivally 
supported by the British, it seems to me right to 
insist that this question should be given attention 
and attended to by the authorities at Petrograd, at 
least in as far as present circumstances permit. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 


so 


Sey Sah 


Tad . American Consul. 
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F, Willoughby Smith, Esquire, 


neces Baste tt 


American Consul, _ 


; Tiflis 


Referring to your telegram No. 17, relative to 


the sending to t 


, 


he Caucasus of Armenian and Georgio 


_troopa, and to the Embassy's telegraphic reply of 


today's date, there is herewith enclosed for your 


(ae aS 


al 


é 


further informetion @ copy of a memorandum prepared 


by the Assistant Military Attache of this Exbessy 


relative thereto. . 


Your obedient servant, 


Enolosurs? 


BA ket 


Copy of memorandum a6 
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Referring to Consul Smith's telegram 
received Gct. 17, 1317. Pin his ee a noe 
recommends the sending to the Caucasus of Armenian 
and Ceorgic troops. He dces not say whether he means: 
troops already united in Armenian and Georgic units 
(regiments, battalions, batteries, etc.), or whether 
he advocates the calling of individuals of Armenian. 
or Georgie races from other Russian units stationed 
on the other fronts (North, West, Roumanian, etc.) 
or in the center of Russia. oe 


_ The Armenian troops at the present time 
formed into hrmenian units consist of le battaligns 
and 1 battery. These units are already in the Cau- 
casus. | | 

The Georcian troovs consist of 2 regiments 
and 1 battalion with 4 machine gun and an artillery 
section (all these now stationed in the Caucasus). 
In addition there are some 2,000 men and about 2Q0 
oe in cr near Tiflis, who are being incorperat- 
ed. 


It will be seen, therefore, that all Armenian 
“and Georgic troops are already in the Caucasus, and it 
is presumed that ur. Smith's telegram refers tc his 


’ 


‘dea of withdrawing from Russian units individual men 
cf Armenian and Cecrgic races and forming them into 

new units. . This is in accordance with his despatch 

se Och. Dy on In this way he considers it possible 
to create a new force of aporoximately 100,0G0 men. 


The French Military, .1ssion Bes Petrograd 18, 
to my knowledge, engaged in studying this coroblen, | 
which under nermal Conditions would be a complicated 


one. 


I recommend that =r. Gmith be informed that 
the formation of new Armenian and Georgic¢ units 18 re- 
ceiving the attenticn of the Allied Jissions and the 
Russinn General Staff. 
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Tiflis, Russia. ‘October 18, A917. 
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The Honorable 


David R. Francis, 
American Ambassado¥? 


Petrograd. 


Sir:- 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt , last 
week, of the ‘Embassy's instruction of October 5; 1917, in 
reply to several requests made by this office in connect- 


jon with the political and military situation in this dis- 


strict. In answer to my repeated requests for the Embas- 


sy's support in the reorganization of the army on this 


front by the transfer to it of Armenian and Georgian troops 


1 er eee Nn inseam avira peer aia ae 


from the other fronts, I note that the Embassy considers 


this step one relating to internal affairs in which the 


emDRe cam take no action. 


mann 


Tho ugh I am fully aware that my request under or- 
dinary circumstances would not be fully in accord with the 


established policy of the United States, yet in view of 


the intensive German propaganda conducted here and through- 


2 RISO ra RRR STATOR TR Snare ripen en sense RAPED Oe EE Srey 


out Russia, and the great difficulties with which the Pro- 
visional ‘Government has to contend, I believe it my duty 

to do all I can to counteract such propaganda and to advise 

and help both the military and civil authorities. In adopt- 

ing this course I was guided by the President's message %° : 
Russia in which he states , as reported, that re adh aaias 
is ready and willing to assist Russia against both her ea i 
ternal and internal enemies. : 
| Without 

found (é 
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roy ial act ive help, advice and participation | Ca 
_in the internal affairs of the country, it is difficult — te oe 8 
to imagine or hope for the reestablishment of order by 
next spring, particularly when the agents of the Central 
Powers are most active in sowing Giceoea ana diet wust 
~“poth in the army and among the étvil population. 
I found the authorities here at times so aisceGed ot 
by the difficulties of the situation and the apparent lack 
of support from Petrograd, that if it had not been for the 
encouragement and support Iwas able to give then, ciey. 
would have allowed matters to drift. It is in rreat measure 
owing to my efforts that the Caucasus army is btill holding 
its position on this front and the most pressing needs in 
regard to supplying the army and the population have been 
— met. A number of my suggestions in regard to transportation | 
on the Black Sea have aee been adopted. It is owing to my 
interference with the internal politics of the Caucasus that 
German intrigue establishing a "block" between the Moslems 
and Georgians has failed, and more friendly relations have 
been established with the Armenians and the Cossacks of the 
North. It was I who discovered that active Russian co- 
opération with new tesse Matde was at this time impossible 
and that a reorganization on national lines had to be un- 
dertaken in order to secure such cooperation. There are 
many other points, both military and civil, on which I have 
peen gratefully accepted and followed 


given advice that has 


with advantage. I am fully aware of the seriousness of con- 


ditions here and haveé followed every movement with infinite 


care. My conclusions are based on knowledge 80 acquired, 


and these conclusions are fully endorsed and supported by 


a d 
the experienced military representatives of England an 


oo B | ‘ 
a \\es it France ; General Shore, Col. Marsh and Col.Chardignys 
; Since 
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Since last July the general conditions thro uahto ut 
Russia, and the rapid development of events have forced 
me to somewhat revise the opinions Which I had the honor 
to report both the Anbassador and Senator Root. There 
seems to be a total lack of patriotism and nat ional spi- 


yt 
py ed rit towards this country as a whole, and every effort of 


| the Provisional Government to meet this situation has only 
i 
\ 


ar ‘tended to aggravate ae The Provisional Government has 
heretofore tended to discourage the local national spirit 
considering it as a disruptive force, put recent events 
have shown that practically the only hope oe mien and 
peace Lies in the! encouragement of this racial or national 
spirit and the utilization of this force towards the form- 
? ation of units, which in turn would inevitably unite in the 
format ion of a Russian Federation on tne. (ines indicated 
by the Russian declaration of Independence ./ The course of 
events clearly shows that the people are drifting in that 
direction notwithstandingGerman propaganda and the former 
indecision or even oposition of the Provisional Government. 
These racial feelings 4f encouraged and wisely guided would 
save Russia and would be of particular and lasting benefit 
to this District. 

A union is now ae its way between the Armenians, 
‘Georgian and Cossacks of the Terek and the Kuban; the lat- 
ter are in close understanding with the Cossacks of the 
Don and are coming to an agreement with a purified Ukrain, 
this combination in turn finds influence and support among 
the other Cossacks settlements throvghout the countrye 


When wnited, all these groups will be ina position to of- 


fer to Russia itself, an organizedforcewith which toform a 


union leading to the federative republic, the ideal, which 


great majority of the people are 


events show , the 
unconeciously 


whan 
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unconsciously striving to attain. ‘The creation af such a 
republic by the several races compos ing it would give. that 
love of country, which at present is totally lacking, these 
game nations having individually and collectively created 
it. Though there appears. at this time little hope | of the 
- Russians being able te assume oifensive on the main front 
by next Spring and even strenuous efforts must be ate to 
have them maintain a defensive, conditions on this front 
are totally aifferent and by the regroupment., in favor of 
which I epquscted the Enbassy" 8 support , an effective oe 
fens ive could be relied on at small caer and less gsacri- 
fice. If this measure is not adopted at once and rere 
out , this District will be gravely menaced and it will 
cost us a hundredfold to remedy the damage done and we. | 
will be guilty as well of the greatest injustice and in- 
jury to the Christian population of the Caucasus. 
A As I have previously stated my advice has been 
eagerly accepted and followed by ‘the authorities in many 
instances, put to make guch advice continuously effective 
it is essential to render some material aid, to obtain 
which I hope I can rely on the Embassy's cooperation and 
gupporte | 
I have the honor ‘to ‘be, sir, 

Your obe dient servant, 
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oe currency, a8. | Persians refused to ‘socert roubles. 


They already owe ‘twenty-one ai2lion crowns, no ‘further 


oe oredit, can be obtained. Following suns needed on 
22 for Baratofits corpa ten million, for other corps five 
/ million fox paynents and eight millions for supplies - 
which Petro ograd cannot be relied apon t to furnish. 


‘The gonsu suggests. ‘British should ‘finance 
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Baratofi!s oorps as he is proctically under eontrod of 


S British Commander Bagdad, and shat other orp should. be 
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Petrograd, October 5, 1917. 


F, Willoughby Smith, Eequire, 
American Consul, 
Tiflis | 
Sirs 
In eeply to your confidential deapateh of August 7th, 
and your various telesrems to the Emcassy, I bag to ine 
fora you taat the pian of forming an Armenian or Assyrian 
aray for aervics in the Caucagua hag been disapproved by 
our wilitary Authorities, partly on the ground that it 
is & political a3 well as 4@ military question aud tneree 


t to the Russian Government w decide, 


pee tore 
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any more important calls on American credit that itis 
‘extremely unlikely that our Government would act in the 
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POLITICAL AND MILITARY SITUATION 


: Aum farsi Pog 
: 2 ray YY ay ae 
The Honorable, a eae Rg ens 
David R. Francis, OCT Ig ea 
— FEVRO 7 
American Ambassador, o5 ERE Badass) 
. es Oe a 
Petrograd, i eee ‘ eqerad 
| NW OCT 17 1917 
al | ¥ Counselor's ‘Olli 


. . A. 
Following my despatch of Aug. 7,1917, on. the abov 


subject, I have the honor to nepowe that my negotiations 
toward the settlement of the Armenian- Georgian misunder- 
standing are progressing favorably, but no actual agree- 
ment has as yet been concluded, owing, as it would appear 
to the conditions on this front, as seporved in my cipher 
telegram of Sept. 25th., which justified the Georgians’ 
fear that the occupation of their country by the Turks 
was inevibable, and an agreement with the Armenians might 
destroy their hope of personal immunity from the Turks; 
a hope based on promises from Berlin and on their under~ 
standing with the local Moslem population. 
| The danger of a precipitate retreat of the forces 
| on this front has decreased, owing to the requisitioning 
of foodstuffs in the North Caucasus and the hope that 
the measures I recommended to the Embassy in regard to 
supplying the needs of the army in Persia will be adopted 
in time. 
From every authority I have hitherto consulted, 
from the Commander-in-Chief to the privates, it is useless 
to look forward to an advance of the armies on this front r 


or towards their effective cooperation with General Maude. 


These troops must be fed and kept on the front until the 
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worst elements among them can be replaced by Armenian and 
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possibly Georgian troops withdrawn from the various units 


throughout Russia. An effective reorganization would 


require 100,000 men, “which could be easily withdrsewn: 

in equal proportions from the troops. of these races 
already mobilized. In addition a light division should 
be formed from the Armenian refugees from Turkey, as 
outlined in Gen. Antronik's plan which I submitted to 
the Embassy and to Mr. Root, pee July. | 

No time should be lost in carrying out these plans 
particularly in regard to the Armenian troops on whom 
full reliance can be placed. This should be done at once, 
The loss of a day adds both to the: danger and to the 
expense of maintaining a force on this front, which at 
best can only passively hold the line, and which enables 
the Turks to concentrate their forces on the Mesopotamian 
and Syrian fronts. 

There is little doubt that an effective force of 
100,000 native Christian troops combined with part of the 
Cossack infantry and cavalry on this front and with the 
British forces already in the field, could favorably 
liquidate the campaign in the Near Bast. It is a pity 
tree these measures have not already been adopted, in 
view of the comparatively small effort and expense in- 
volved, 

I cannot too strongly urge their immediate adoption, 
particulary ae nes can be carried out without affecting 
the other fronts, The Georgian and Armenian forces 
which could be relied to fight well to defend their races 
and homes ake but indifferent soldiers on the German 


and Austrian fronts. My views are fully shared by the 


Provisional 
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\ Provisional Government, as witnessed by the enclosed 


jletter from the former Minister of War Savinoff, to 


& 


\the former Supreme: Commander~in-Chief. The Provisional 
Government, however, cannot -be relied on to carry out 
these measures quickly or effectively except under 
continual pressure from the three Embassies. | 

I shall be deeply grateful if your Excellency 
will instruct as to whether these suggestions meet with | 
your approval and, if so, whether there is any hope of 
their being carried out. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient | 


741 America 


that the Mi chen oan = 


of the Cauoasian regio 


AMERICAN CONSULATE, 


‘Tiflis, Russia. October 4, 1917. 


‘ 


he Honorable American Embassy 
RECEIVED ~ 
GOT 22 1917 - 


David R. Francis, 


B25 : : - eee ws wef eae ©) 
ate ot : 2 . t og Wr Mer ae 
American Ambassador, “sviean Embassy 
: — Petrarrad — 
ee OCT 17 1917 
Sirte ee \Qounse’or’s Giieee 


I have the honor to report that from reliable it 


formation, I have received from various sources, it ap- 
pears possible to open up negotiations with the Khurdish 
tribes of Khurdistan,with a view of starting an uprising 
against the Turks and their. cooperation with the Allies 
on lines similar to those adopted by the Arabs under the 
Sheik of Mecca. Negotiations can be started from Van. 

It would be necessary, nowedae, 16 promise them their in- 
dependence. The Armenian leaders fully support this plan 
which they believe not difficult to carry out. Khurdish 
assistance would be of considerable advantage on this 
front and would appear to justify the small gacrifice in- 
volved. The cost of such negotiations and of a propaganda 
among tne Khurds,would be trifling and I could form the 


necessary agencies from Tiflis. 


I have the honor to be, Sir; 


Your obedient servant 
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Francis, 


AmBrican Ambassador, 


Petrograd, 


Ambassador:i~ 


I am in receipt of the Embassy's 
telegram concerning the assistance for which I applied to 
- a | st Cuvee 
our Red Cross, for this front, and note that General Judson ae ae 
€ the opinion that the needs of the other fronts in 
Russia are both more urgent and more important. I cannot 


quite agree with the General's views on this subject or 


with the similar view held py the Russian General Staff. 


The capture of the Caucasus, in so f s it would 
affect the entire military and political situation in the 
ty opinion, and in the opinion of anyone fully 
situation, would be of greater consequence 
to the general outcome of the war than even the capture of 


rorrad, aA glance at the map can illustrate that point, 


sx hin many 


sept. 25a 


to 
i 


biscuits, to least forty days and there are no prow ccieas 


between the Pront and the North Caucasus, General Averianof 


the chief of the Supply Steen on this front, informed 


me on Sept. 25th, that not a carload of foodstuffs was being 


shipped and that unless he could | start sl 


1ipnents from the 


province within the next pas the entire army, 


Dil en’ 


Persia, 


with the exception of some of the troops stationed in 
"Baretoff's Corps", would .fall back in disorder and nothing 
could stop the practical devastation of. Transcaucasia 


eporting these facts to the Department and 


immédiateély and energetic 


ally took the em up with 
antatives of the Provisional Governnent and of th 


Supplies and am glad to report that grain is 


ibly requisitioned from the large landowners 


sentbs-are expected to bd 


this week. The supply 


ot arneavir has already reached the figure of 200,000 poods. 
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the army supplied 
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Ge ALPE RP ante, Se ieee ; fee as 5s fe ; ; gael 
G G neval Baratoff S corps and General Vadbolski's 


—-eorns in Persia cai i ‘ 4s vant oa a Sao 


ro - OT cj In ¢ at 4 ie : ; a ee ios : : 
here comes in the question of payments in silver krans 
: See a ee ve ns, 


(see my telegram of Aug.45th). The hopes which I built 
- on the shipment of silver, which I so strongly recommended, 


have only been partially realized, as Petrograd is shipping 
& 


states that he needs 21 millions at once and 18 million 
monthly. | | 

i3 have conferred on this subject with the represent 
atives of the Provisional Government, the officers of the 
supply department, ie Genenal. staff and with ie. gellenat cs 
of the two army corps concerned, and have come to the ne 
clusion thet the easiest way out of this position is to 


follow out the course pointed out in my telegram Of Sept. 


30th, i.e: " as Baratoff is practically under control 


of British commender-in~chief in Mesonotemia, it would 


be advisboale for the British to finance him and relieve 
the Russian Staff of a task it is unable to perform. 


VadboLski can be supplied as foltows, by shipping 30,000 


ppods of sugar to the Northern nrovinces of Persia 
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could be realized, which amount of 


— 


sugar can be snared at present owing to reassembling of 


B; : * . ae Marg pe ar “, wid + yoo Lame: 
sutar: Sba@cKE im soutnernm .usule. Gne million «rens 
CaY : ‘ tr <b 4 mart oe Oo yy gh Hl 3 435 os 
Can oe monthly by shipments Or Pp troleum, ne 


remaining nine million must be given by Petrograd, or 
supplied by credits with Persian Banks, euaranteed by 


the standing indebtedness 


bullion should be at once shipped to meheran or a Loan 


» relief committee 


m 5 = i ae tt Aen EAT ra Pe 
floated with our guarentee, "Gracey OF OM 


could 


only about 1 1/4 million krans per week and Gen Avérianof a 
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could be aesigned to Vadbols ski's supply department,as- 


eS i ot eee ieee 


ae es arrencedthat Gen, Bar a toft, ,on reaching 


AS 


1 the name) is to pass Undee 
the command of. the Britis sh Comme nder-in-Chief in Mesopo~ 


his presence is: essent bial to protect the 


prot 


end as 


Brit 


J 


es] 


ish PEehy flank, furt thermore as rupees and sterling 


exchange are. accepted in that region in. payment for 


supplies, it would be both ee a Logical for 


the British to finance that corps and prac 
its expenses and its movements right away. I em informed. 
thie would be gratefully accepted, t-cant think of no bette 
way of releéving Baratoff's situation, —— and 


Col, llarsh fully agree with me, and so do the repr rege! 


Government and Gen. Averianof: 


ble with the mea ins now available 


ac in@icated in the abovegquoted telegram, to render 


fective aid to Gen, Vadbolski's corps. 


‘ese measures are carried out and the food sup- 


1 


icasus are collecvec with as much 


a ae Y ? PY eg 
DLIes: 2 Norti Car 
alee leice °c Gale PRS eps PPARs ’ Pe a. weyect] 
energy as within the Jase five cays, it will be possible 
. oY . - fe Se ares 
; . Ta ae eee beatae 
to retain the line for some months which will give time 


* = 3 Par Te Den ce ie + | 
to reorcenize the army ond rectify the principal defects 


AA em 


jointly and in close cooperation with 


situation im 


1 mative other thar to snare 
such that there seems no alternative owe than g 


: . * 2 p 2 at 4 3 
both the burden and the responsibility of the authorities 


and military 
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¢ 


permission, to write to you semi-officially in order that 


of the situation will meet with your approval, I am, Sir, 


2 


vith the highest consideration and esteen, 


Yours most respectfully, 


American Consul. 


the above facts may be brought to your personal attention, 


Trusting that my action and my interpretation of the needs 


TIFLIS 


Auerioan Eubasey 


“Thirteen. vhirti 


ay telegran sof te 


ments. of owpplios ™ 


“encourage the Govern 


hen with Peraien ¢ currency end 


eellure of the ‘ressury, to , supply 


the wets. of the Peretane ‘to aocept rubles. Their necds. are ce 


ad. nillioné erowns already gue, 0 oredit obtained fron seliere 


“until indebtedness paid, gurther_ following sums needed ee 
For Baratoft!s corps ten million orowns.— For other aorps ae. 
five aiilion ‘for payuents end e4gnt aiiion supplies. potrograd 
anne be relied on to furnish all these needs. AS paratott!s — 
corps is. practically under control British arny ablitery come 
ald be fOr. British 


wander dn Bagdad,. the most logical action wo 
Russian atatt of a task at 4a. unable 
na cinsnmemmnata is : 


te finance him and relieve 


eaten sei 


on ame, as ee 


could be. ‘atteched to , Vaabolsty’ 
abe of value. | A statewent an 


services and experience ‘woul 
duplicate of the line on thi 


Judson by the British ‘Embassy, 


will : furnish | to the ‘Embassy. | 
tion is. to be relied on 3 


a front | will be furnished General 


end advice of sny ‘further 
1, shall be. 


movements me 


aggestions ‘are approved. 
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The conditicns on the Caucasian front are know 
to be as bad as reported, but the disorganization and 
unreliability cf the Russian troops there igs duplicat- 
ed unrouene the entire Russian Army and but reflects 
the existing political and economica conditions cf © 
the Te The military situation in the Caucasus 
is but o phage of the whole military situation on all 
the Russian fronts and the broad strategic consequences 
of defoat there are less to be feared than elsewhere. 


There 1s also the question as to whether the con- 
cantraticn cf Arwenians ageinst the Turks would not . 
increase the chances of Armenian atrocities. 

5, It is believed that the next few months will 
determine whether cr nct Russia can continue the war 
and what character cf Government will survive. in 
the mean time 1t is not thought advisable to take 
any action which wight tend | o distract the War De- 
pirtaent from the larger questions now pressing for 
solution. _ | eA, BSS | 
44. h G8 therefore recommended that no action be 
taken at this tise by the U. S. authorities with re- 
ference to the organization of an Armenian Army. 


ler Genergl,U.S.Nat Army, 
of American Military 
“WYission to Russia. 


MEMORANDUM FO 


As per your request of a day or two ago I am forwarding 
to Quartermaster General Potapoff a translation of the sub- 
stande of telegram No. il dated September 25th to the Embassy 


from Consul Smith at Tiflis with regard to the food situation 
on the Caucasian front. 


Military Attache. 


September 30, 1917. 


| _—_Faraphrase of ‘telegram reo 


tie rican. Linas) 
| ‘6 Petrograd 


oe eer as | they er 


Taflis. and | | the nae sagan pees ‘conastion 


would thus: be , enabled to “advance, whish in conjunction wih 
| the Wohanaedan situation | here. ‘would prove disastrous to ‘the. 


Allied campaign in the Test and lead to. the total. destruction 


of Asnenis. — i strongly urge Ammediate. action in regerd ‘to 


pd 


I also urgently recomuend the appointment of 


as Commander of the Caucasian army 188 with nie full wnowledge 


of the Caucasus. and nis great ability and prestige he might 
save the situation. — If personaly 4 approag hed ee the foreign 


h "a B:. 
oh, FA Ags 


the purchase of supplies, the whole, question peing « one of ot pros 


ee 


SMEPAB ARCA ROME a ae ee 
ae a KOMMTE ls HOWOMIM WRekPATa A arn oe An a ~ pinata ismbass ‘ 


Haskascnoe Otabaenie % ? 
AMERICAN ¢ COMMITTRE YOR ARMENIAN AND S xf I utrngred 


Caucasus: Branch 


puBakb: foutoebih ALK. 


fabas sadort 


ni wrote you ‘last Thuredays z nontioned the poseibility of the prosking : 


a the line at see Caucaste front. ‘Until Tr ‘poreonal ly have visited the front, i om Sas 


ge 


not make a, final report, but I have heard « 80 much, from various sources, Ameluding 


every imerioan in these parts, that I take the liberty of raising the question of | a 


special message to Washington on the aubject. I should a sted to have my name used : 


as sponser for this report, if you 20. desire. 


There is unanimous opinion thet ‘the Ruseian soldiers, ‘who have never had ‘any.’ 


enthusiaan for thie front, mean to retire, even before a fights and the date October = 


tf thie front gives 


one is frequently mentioned. This is what makes the matter Bo urgent. 


way, there will pe several kinds of grave consequences, including a massacre of krmen- 


ians in the Caucasus, serious trouble in Persia and for the British enopotenivian 


portation 1 that a 


line, and the probable fall of Baku, and consequent stoppage of the trens 


depends upon oil, and this ineludes all the river traffic. 


The one remedy that seems — clear and available ie to summon to this front the A 
hundred thousand Armenians who are at present on the other Russian lines. They will 


fight for their lives and their families and their homes. It seems agreed that the Ar- 


menians alone can hold the front, even if every last Russian should desert. Ordinar- .. -~ 
concentration of a national army, in 


ily, of course, there would be objection to the 
this troubled land: but in a crisis such a8 the present usual considerations mast pe set 


aside. The larger issue engulfs them. 


n writing this ‘letter is to urge that Washington and London and: Paris, 


put especially Washington, pring strong and immediate pressure +o pear upon Russia to 
permit and direct the orgenization of an Armenian army for this front. Without this I 
have no confidence that the line will hold; with it, I think ‘advances could be made y 


and the British allowed to advence from Samarra. You see, even more clearly then I, 
cy of this matter. 


am Sur » the great importance and urgen | 
I leave to forrow for Tabriz, Urumia 


My purpose i 


T shall have much to tell you when I return. 
Ven, and the front. 


With all good wishes, I remain, 


Faithfully yourss 


To Hone David R. Francis, 
American Ambassador ; 
. Petro grade - 


wed by the y pnewey, BAe 


and that 


stoned, covernaent 


sa 17 17 


parta | of the a trot. “rate i 


| iva.’ 


Upon thie « mbjent ‘see ny y despator of ‘the ‘seventh of, aun 
"The only #ffective defenee would be 
which | 


to carry out Russian ‘Britian 


plan for gn offensive order oannot be done under the most 
| favorable. circumstances ‘without puroheses: of supplies in Persia, 
and as the rouble: is now worth | only eight kopeks these. gannot oe 
: made. The plan adopted is to ‘export: over one hundred, thousand 
pods. of sugar to. Persia, to. ‘be sold at from 180 to B00. roubles 
per pood. : - only: temporary. “tinanotel improvement aa poomised or 
this, and in view of conditions: on the mustrian front makes Sea 
7 1ikely that ‘the Caucasian army will not remain without aa 
- af etrongyy urge the immediate Amportation of silver bullion to 

| Russia. tor the coinage of Persian crowns aa indicated in ay 
nenorandum to senator Root, a copy of which wes left with the 
Embassy. The amount immediately needed is eighteen million 
crows. oixty. to ninety day notes, payment thereof in silver » : 
would be accepted, particularly 4 if the payment were. indorsed end A 
ouaranteed by she united states. tT request that upon this Soe 


subject you give me instructions by | cable at the earlies moment 


possible. ee ns 
SMITH 


 TIFLIS ‘98a8_ 


4 
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J. Butler Wright, Esquire, 


AMERICAN CONSULATE. 


TIFLIS, Russia, August 7, 1917. 


ry 


| lo piean Embassy 
Petrosrad | 
AUG £7 1917 


Counselor of Embassy, 


American Embassy, 


Petrograd. | : : 
My dear Mr. Wright:- 
IT am sending to the Embassy today a 


dispatch on the political ana military situation here which 


eran OR 


I must ask youcto consider very carefully. It would he very 
serious to permit the occurrence of the same mistakes here as 
those made in the Balkans and something shoulda be done and 
done at once to meet the situation. I know on general prin- 
ciple we are against the formation of distinct racial forces, 
and it is difficult in consequence to support the adoption 
of such a course by another Government. But in military mat- 
ters, military necessity comes first particularly where,like 


in this case, such action is called for for the preservation 


of an entire people. I think it is our absolute duty to place 


the matter before the Russian Government and urge the adoption 


of immediate measures. There +s too much at stake to permit 


a lack of initiative on our vart. The conditions are as I have 


stated them. Of course the moral of the troops here may im- 


prove in time, but I would not place this chance at above 10%, 


which, if I am right in my calculation, offers but a small 


margzin 
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hope. In view of these conditions the danger of 


Pre gO 


[ reprisals against Armenians in Turkey assumes quite a 
seconaary importance. If we have native troops here we can 
reasonably rely on their active cooperation even if Russia 
is obliged to cease active operations on the Austrian and 
German fronts. I hope you will be kind enough to draw the 
, Chief's attention to’ these matters and talk them over with 
, Judson. I still fully ‘support General Andronik’s plan for 
a utilization of Armenians from Turkey. 

On my arrival from Petrograd I found Doolittle 


very much overcome by the heat and was obliged to send him 


to Borjom and one of my clerks for the same reason to Batum 


for.a rest, so that I have been obliged to limit my cor- 


respondence. I hope to send you in a few days a report on 


little news beyond that contained in the Petrograd Agency 


telegrams and a word from you in regard to events woulda be 


pmanmnetrnr tami nb eyeantnes OT 


most highly appreciated, though I doubt whether you could 


base time for such acts of Charity. 


aro” anism ons ail 


a 
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Please give my respects to Mrs. Wright ana to the 


Chief and believe me 


Ferree meena tence teeta tet FMS IER 


With kindest regards, 


ae 


sagas nt el PTANTEN SOM ERDAS RAMEE 


SET RISB SMAI SER IT PREY ITAL TREASON MOT A FRE 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
AMERICAN CONSULATE. 


a 


TIFLIS, Russia, August 7, 1947. 


SUBJECT: POLITICAL AND MILITARY SITUATION IN THE 


CAUCASUS. 


Honorable David R. Francis, 
American Ambassador, 


Petrograd. 


I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a 
letter on the above subject addressed to me by Vice Consul 
Doolittle during my detail with the Special Mission at 
Petrograd, but which was delivered to me only on my return 
to Tiflis. 

Mr.Doolittle’s letter as he himself indicates,gives 


but a one sided view of the situation in the Caucasus. AS 


| 


4 


\previously reported by me to the Embassy a Turkish advance 


on this front would not only mean the total destruction of 
en entire "race”, the Armenians, but would also deprive 
Russia of her oilfields and give the enemy greater freedom 
on the Black Sea. The advance of the Turko-German forces 
i this front would give them command of Persia, would li- 
quidate the British advance in Mesopotamia and be an actual 


menace to India. The British military authorities, I am in- 
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formed, place little if any reliance on the ae of the 
Russian forces to take the offensive even to stop an 
energetic advance. Their sole reliance seems to be based 
on the poor condition and relatively small number of. 
Turkish troops on the Russo -.Turkish and Russo-Persian 


fronts. This optimism is not shared by the local popu- 


lation and the leaders of the Armenians, Tartars and | 


Georgians confidently expect a Turkish advance sometime 


oo) 


in September. I have information, from sources which I 
have found hitherto reliable,that preparations are being 


made by the Turks for such an advance from two points : 


Garabet, Kghi to Kenous-Kalé and Alashkert to Malasgert. 
(Along these lines I am informed are stored or collected 
4.800.000 poods of grain.) It is believed here that the 


Russian troops will fall back this autumn and in case of 


an advance will refuse to offer resistance. The behavior 


renee MES I NOR NRE TEE TRE NE PEI TM ET HB ET A Reg SERIA A RTOS IRTP SRST TENN eA ete f 
5 PETIA ss STEEP NE RPE PALME PR ENTE YEN SEE ON TT ET TE ETT eS EE NSE PR TET ABN MTR TO ETE EE 


and moral of the troops would seem to justify such a 


conelusion. 


Representative Georgians openly declare that they 


| 
| 

gone | have no confidence in the Russian troops on this front, 
| and are openly agitating for the formation of 4 Georgian 
° 
| army and are,at the same time,secretly conducting nego- 
i ‘ 

tiations not only with the local Moslem population, but 


also with the Moslem organizations throughout Russia.This 


latter movement on the part of the Georgians has not been 


started 


_ eM EERE HERSEY OMENS te IP ER MEER ET I IO IN RI OIE OTR ETE ep RAEN PAN ESL ALPEN TRS HE PE ETN NST 


Turkish advance. It is a measure not dictated by desire, 


‘I respectfully request that the Embassy do all it can to 


| 


#*|gestion to form Tartar or Moslem regiments for this front. 


aswilling to yield on many point 


& 
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started for the purpose of organizing an offensive or de- 
fensive campaign against the Turks, but merely for the 
purpose of securing their own safety and the recognition 


of Georgian autonomy by the Turks in case of a successful 


or even by a lack of loyalty to Russia or the Allies,but 
by the fear of total destruction at the hands of the Turks 
should they succeed in advancing across the Caucasian 
Border. The Tartars or local Moslem population are encour- 
aging such an entente and the two races are supporting 


each other in their demands on the Provisional Government. 


Any Moslem military organization in the Caucasus would be 
a serious menace and should not be tolerated. All my ef- 
forts in this District have been to prevent racial disturb- 
ances and I have used all my influence towards that end. 


I am now endeavoring to bring about an understanding between 


the Georgians and Armenians which could 


these two races, a feud which has existed for a century if 


cooperation with Russia and the Allies. 


sacrifice , as they fully realize they can make no bargain 


with the Turks. The Georgians are, I am 


pursuade the Provisional Government to resist any sug- 


,not longer, and to secure at the same time their loyal 


4 


s and to make almost any 


end the feud between 


The Armenians are 


informed, not 


opposed 


Sd coll 

AMERICAN CONSULATE, — 
opposed to accepting such an eae eantiice with the 
- Armenians and are ready, I am’ convinced honestly, co 
be loyal to Russia if their safety can be aebured ae” 
well as their demands for local self Government ihaes 
Russian rule. If 1 can bring about an agreement between 
the Armenians and Georgians, or at least have cheuraee 
aside their differences’ for the fine beinay at would be: 
of the greatest value to support their demande “om tne 
Provisional Government for the withdrawal of Georgian 
and Armenian troops from the German and Austrian fronts 
‘and their concentration under Russian command Gas une 
Turkish and Persian fronts. Both the Georgians and the 
Armenians claim that each of the two races could thus 
furnish 250.000 men (In all 500.000). The Russian troops 


* 


‘here, excluding a few regiments, could be transferred to 


! take the place of the troops withdrawn from the German and 
a fronts. In such manner an effective foree could 

be obtained which would be ready to assume the offensive 
from motives of patriotism and self preservation, and would 


be willing, from the same motives,to undergo hardships in- 


cident to an active campaign so far from the base of sup- 


plies. By an Armenian and Georgian rapprochement the Moslem 


problem in the Caucasus would be liquidated and effective 


measures could be taken against the Khurds.The spreading 


of the disturbances throughout the country, Gisturbances 


which are now being fomented by Turkish and German agencies, 


would 


a5 | 
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would. be a checked. I am personally firmly con- 
yineed that the carrying out of this plan would . secure 
| the most Loyal cooperation of these two races with the 


a 


\Provisional Government. 


ene 


To Beret. summarize »The Armenians must fight 
and be loyal to save the race ‘from total ‘destruction: 
The Georgians prefer to fant and be loyal put many of 
safety lies in forming an ealiende with the local Moslems 
whose sympathies lie with the Turks and who are presumably 
in touch with the latter. The combination of the existing 
military forces weanueee of these ve races and their con- 
centration on this front would secure internal peace in 
the Caucasus, would save the Armenian nation from total 
destruction and give an: effective force sufficient to suc- 
cessfully cooperate with the British forces in Asia and 
Egypt. 

The six Armenian patal}ions on this front concern- 


ing which I have already Beportee to the Embassy are now 


being transformed into six venience, and I am informed 


that Mr. Kerenski has signified his willingness to a further 


inerease. 


sufficiently serious to 


’ 


to acquaint the Department 


TI consider the situation 


justify my requesting the Embassy 


this report by cable; and, if your Ex- 


eet Pee 


with the substance of 


oe 


cellency approves, it might be of value to acquaint. Mr. 


Terestchenko 


Oe, ee 
AMERICAN CONSULATE, — 

Terestchenko or the Prime Minister with the conditions 
above outlined, as it may be possible that the full 
significance of the Georgian-Tartar rapprochement has 
not been brought to the attention of the Braristogar. 
Goveunnent. | coe ¥ 

omnes Ree al influence of the United States 
throughout the near East is very great, and our in- 
fluence with the Georgians is at this time consider- 
able as they have hopes that American Capital will 
eventually assist in the development of iwe aouaear 
resources of their country. I have heed this influence, 
in ae Pee as I properly could, to keep fie -Beeiet and 
national problems from sonia to the surface, but un- 
less energetic and sine weasives are now taken it may 
be too late and recent history may repeat itself and 
involve, as well, the total destruction of the Armenian 


race. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
\ 


‘, 


\ 


American Consul. 


Enclosure:A copy of a letter from Vice Consul Doolittle. 
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AMERICAN CONSULATE 
‘TIELIS, Russia,  Tuly 3; “a9t7. 
 Gxlbcnopuaion dass. 
| eeeume 
| Petrograd, 
Dear Mr. Sui thi~ 


oe: have just had the aylenaine of a long ° 


interview with the ‘Prince Orbeliant, this evening and 


he told me some. very “interesting things that, I thought 
might be also of interest to you. 
The Prince is at the head of a move- AS | : 
ment in the Caucasus which has as its object the form~ 
ation of a federation of the entire Caucasus region 
. eae - including the dossacs of the Terek saa mabe t+ ogether es | 
| | with the south Caucasus, and also the prosecution of the | 
war to a finish - with annexation and contribution, 
As a nucleus they have the entire | 2 | 
Mohammedan enrolment of the Russian Army, together with | : 


the Georgian regiments, making a total of about two 


| million men with the other small nationalities of this 


region. 


Their plan is to form regiments of the 


different nationalities, under their own officers with~ 


drawing them from their present posts and assembling at | 


at Tiflis as a base, This movement has been going on 
quietly for some time end now has sufficient adherents cae i 
sO that altho the. local | "rabochiih and soldatskikh 


deputates" wanted to. imprison Orbeliani they were spe: 


to overawe them, 2 Sea eee 
They demand solely that the Russian Government 


furnish them with arms and transportation and aid them 


= 
—_—en re 


to bring their part of the war to a successful conclusion, 

| ne | i 3 : 
in other words that they be given a chance to advance, IF : | : 
Russia is willing to fight their single wish is to be loyal, : : 


if not, they will have nothing to do with Russia but will : 


Katee: 
SEI 


withdraw their army within the borders of the Caucasus to 
protect their region from the aggression of Turkey or 
Germany and to suyont lawlessness. 

Their position is this, that as Russian subjects they : 
entered the war for Russia. Now that there is talk of a 
separate peace they will not assume Riesle’é war debts on 
a basis of no annexation and no contribution, and see all | 
their eee ete absolutely in eau. 

In regard to the Fighting; if it considered unwise . J 


to send Mohammedan regiments against the Turks, they are | 


perfeétly willing to go anywhere thatv they may be ordered, ‘ 
ge tie | on the sole stipulation that there will be actually an 


kdvaveey They will take the Russian officers and men who 


Fie ae | are willing to fight,. the other Russians will be sent back 


to Russia, and they will take care of this side of the war. 


Orbeliani was very enthusiastic over the idea of even a 


Single division of American troups in this region as a 


block round which the 1 new army could be gathered. 


He states that there has ‘been opposition from the 
provisional government on the ground pee they mi ght 


break away from Ruseta, but he assures me that they want 


_a_ chance to be loyal, to be and independent state in a 


Russian Federation which under present conditions is 


“‘Ampossible, In the event, of help they will do all in 


their power. In the. spent. of opeeattion ney will declare 


themselves as seine the revolution, against the re= 


public and against A SO dear to the Leninites. 
They are at present in communication with the heads of 


the autonomous Ukraine, to endeavor to persuade them ‘to 


come in with them. 


This looks like a saving proposition for the Allies 


and there is no doubt of the solidarity of this population, 
as you know. I understand from officers who have recently 
come from the proAt thee the Georgian and Tatar regiments 
Heys meintained their disciplineabsolutely, in the face 
of discouragement, 

These are the main facts as Orbeliani told them to me 
and I leave it to your good judgment to present recommend 
ations to the Commission, From here the scheme looks very 


feasible and is spreading over the entire Caucasus Like 


. wildfire. 


I am, Sir, : 
Very respectfully yours, 


Vice Consult 


3. 


Tiflis, Russia. June 8, 1917. 


American FEimbasey 


The Honorable - ao ORORTY 2D : or 7 
Doe Oe EE St 2) 8! 
David R. Francis, SEP 17 1917 ee ee 
: CEE | ee ee he oy viean bmbass) 
American Ambassador, ah nee eae eee | 
ace ea Petrograd 
Petrograd. SEP 13 1917 


Sir:- 


V eo <r, 
the political and }, 


aera ISP 


military situation in this District has changed very Lit- ' 


ee 


I have the honor to report that 


ee : 


tle since my last report. The "Lenin" campaign is being 
conducted with céfeidenebie effort, put has notemade as 
much headway as was expected. Everything is reported 
quiet in the larger cities, and there are so far few ex- 
cesses throughout the Caucasus, notwithstanding the al- 
most total absence of authority. The attitude of the 
troops is passive. There seems to be some outward sem- 
plance of discipline, but a firm determination not to 
fight. Military experts are of the opinion that no hope 
can be placed on the Russian troops, but that a corps of 
Armenian and Assyrian volanteers could be formed under 
foreign officers and that such a corps cooperating with 
the British forces in Messopotamia and a few regiments 
picked from among the individual Russian soldiers on this 
front might be sufficient to conduct a successful offensive 


movement. 


Se a 


z 
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movement. It has been pointed out that the American in- 
fluence among the Armenians and Assyrians is so great that 
the appointment of American Officers to command a corps 
composed of these nationalities would be met with en- 
thusiasm and would establish confidence. 

I san us ing the press as much as I can iG -boweter= 
act the German and "Lenin" propaganda. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


711. 


rws/N. 


Petrograd, June 4, 1917, 


The Honoreble 
The Secretary of State, 

Vashinagton. 
Sir: 

LT have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of 
a report bearing the dete of April 15, 1917, concerning 
the political situation in the turkish provinces 
adjacent to the Caucasus, submitted to me by Mr. 
Willian ~. Cresson, until recently a Secretary of 
this Embassy and for some time in cherge of the 
American Consulate at Tiflis. 

The especial references to the condition of 
the Armenians and the activities of the American 


Comnittee for Armenien and Syrian Relief WiLL doubt- 


Less orove of special interest to the Department et 
this 


this time. 


In view of the recent sidbarresiment which the 
Provisional Government of Russia has experienced 
regarding the interpretation of the phrase "amnexations 
and contributions" incident to the war, some of the 
observations contained in this report may now be 
subject to revision, but on the mtter being brought 
to his attention Mr, Cresson states that he prefers 
that the report renain as his opinion upon the date 
which it bears, | 

iI have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Copy of report “et ; 
as stated. ee 


‘April 15, 1917. 


‘the Honorable David R. Francis, 
American Ambassador, 


Petrograd. 


At your direction I have the honor to submit here- 
with a report concerning the political situation in the 
Turkish provinces adjacent to the Caucasus, the probable 


effect of recent political events upon certain important 


Anerican missionary interests in that territory, and the 


activities of the American Committee for Armenian and 


Syrian relief since the President's proclamation setting 


ys for a practical remembrance of the suffer- 


apart two da 


ings of the Christian population of Turkey. 


(In connection with the above I would also respect 


i fully draw your attention to my previous despatch con~ 


cerning the steps taken by the Tiflis Consulate to co- 


in the distribution of reli 
ch of December 6,- 1916, 


ef to Turkish, Armenian 


operate 


and Syrian subjects, and my despat 


n Catholicos at Etcehniad- 


conveying the thanks of the Armenia 


the Senate and the People of America" .) 


Tiflis to the "martyred pro- 


gin "to the President, 


ons . gore BG Rs . Through the proximity of 
vinces", the Consulate of which 1 nave been in temporary 


| charge, was, to a great extent, the chief clearing house 


the Armenian refugees from 


Tt was also @ 


a through which money reached 


2 their relations in America and elsewhere. 


convenient centre for the often equajly i 


mportant exchange 


of personal 


en PERT teste TRNAS ETE ES EES ET TD 


nen amet NT slain 


ah . 


of personal news with respect to the survivors and missing 
which was transmitted through the Department of State. In 
connection with the latter service twenty or more telegrams 
were often sent or received in the course of a Single day. 
The efforts of the Tiflis Consulate in this respect have 
been ably seconded by the efficient organization of the 


American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, under 


its local director, Dr. McCallum. With this gentleman, as 


previously reported, I was able to come to an arrangement 


whereby the distribution of funds entrusted to the Depart- 


ment of State for delivery to the relatives of Armenians in 


America was greatly facilitated. The aid afforded in this 


manner by the Committee referred to wes especially valuable 


in the case of refugees now residing in distant and inacces—- 


sible parts of the Turkish territory occupied by the Russian 


armies. 


. In connection with the matter of funds transmitted 


through the Department of State, I consider it owing to the 


States, and es- 


American-Armenian communities of the United 


California; Lawrence, Mass.; and 


pecially those of Fresno, 


West Hoboken, New jersey, that attention should here be called 


they have made in 


to the splendid and generous response which 


answer to telegrams thus forwarded. 


he present political situation. Before the revolution 


ar certain that Russia was 


every local indication made it appe 
as she was forced to do after 


determined not to relinquish ( 


the Congress of Berlin in 1978) any of the territory she had 


won 


won fron Turkey during the course of the recent Caucasian 
caupaions. As will be noted elsewhere, a network of stra- 
tegic railways was steadily being pushed forward in order 
securely to control the country already occupied. This 
program was being carried out regardless of expense and 

in permanent fashion. The Russian troops were, moreover, 
successfully resisting the half-heatted attempts of the 
Turks to recover control of their lost positions, and 
except for a bad epidemic of typhus at Sarakhamisch, the 
military position seemed satisfactory and daily improving. 
The pressure of the British advance in Mesopotamia, and 


notably the fall cf Bagdad, so vital to German projects, 


had also exercised a great influence on the situation 
along the Russo-Turkish border. The condition of affairs 


about the great Armenian centres of Van and Erzgeroum ap- 


peared to be resuming a more normal phase, and the refu- 


< 


4 


who had courageously returned to till their fields 


under Turkish fire looked forward to reaping the harvest 


in compe 


When the author of this report left the Caucasus 


1 


e to foretell what change 


ra 


roh S6th) it wa 


would be wrought about by the new con 


le a weakening of 


of policy, if any, 


ditions set up sy the revolution. 


the old Imperial policy is perhapd inevitable under demo- 


5y, i iw 
cratic rule, the fact that nearly all the territory now 
i 


Turks contains 4 1af¢e percentage O41 


conguered from the . 
oe fact that through 


Armenians, (and woreover tne outstanding 


their 


sag neg 2 828 ATOTITE erence OSL DIS 


their incredibly prutal policy, the Young Turks have 
forfeited all moral clains to preserve their sugerainty) 
would appear to allow of the conjecture that the reten- 
Fion of the provinces embraced in Turkish Armenia will 


be a popular democratic demand, and that such retention 


will perhaps be even 


ry 


nore strongly insisted upon than 


before the revolution. 
In this connection it is interesting to note 

that many of the wost serious problems connected with 
the 3 previously existing race questions in the Cauca-— 

gian provinces have been greatly simplified by recent 

events. Nothing could be more significant than the 
—Faot that shortly after the revolution the Provisional 

Governing Comuittee in Tiflis, composed of representa- 

tives elected vy the Georgian, Armenian and Tartar in- 

habitants, united in choosing a Russian as Chairman of 

that tewporary body. With the passing of the old Im- 

cerial policy of "divide and govern", many of the most 

difficult problems concerning the administration of the 

Armenian provinces in Turkey would alseppear. 

It shoulda be borne in mind that until within recent 

vears the Armenian population oF many Turkish border 


a 


districts lived upon terms of comparative friendliness 


38 af 3] Jes 
with their glem neighbors. According to reliable au 


thorities (notably Lynch and Sykes), the present lanen- 


ie 


FE table state of avfairs dates largely from the unsatis- 


° a a AY ox ond ‘ CG xP ons S of 
factory state of affairs set up OY the congres 


ith 1 4583 f the somewhat 
“oreover, With the passing o- the some 


: “i s a ale 
: duesvacticabple Armenian ambition to constitute 


a separate state or nationality, the whole 


cae 
F. m a een Pe RSS ER Se AY 
. x een oe TETSU ane reat : se 
3 oe - pe Re he oS te pear iN Rasen. 
: RENN Sa fe a 3 a ses 
t é iA ae uy me ae ats ae uN a a B ate 
% Ags a i SEES en : see Sh 
( Narre vE a Ne ¢ peter POU er Sek aan 
7H Testi Te Crs SaSagie Sees See a Se her ua8 ee 
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whole race question of these border districts becomes 


immensely simplified. The principal argument in denial 
of these claims lay in the fact that in no district of 


the former ‘turkish territory claimed by the Armenian del- 


erates to the Congress of Berlin as originally belonging 


GR 


to their "nation", were the majority of the inhabitants 


composed of true Armenians. Nevertheless, the formal 


claims presented to this Congress, shadowy and inaccurate 


as they appear, usually formed the basis of the greater 


part of the diplomatic action (or more properly speaking 


futile meddling) of the European powers, whether acting 


in favor of the Armenians or the Ottoman Government. 


In connection with the above, it 1s interesting to 


congider the last reliable figures compiled in normal times 


with respect to the population of the principal border dis- 


tricts, These figures, it should be noted, have been great- 


ly modified by the terrible results of the deportations and 


massacres which have occurred during the last few months. 


Somparative Table of the Population 


of the Armenian Table Land, given by 
Lynch for the year 1890 


cain deb Rese ee Se 


rae eee Tag ey SCE 


we ee 


Mussulmen Christian 
Van 52,229 75,644 
Bitlis 145,454 97,184 
Rharpout ; 182,000 93,000 
Darbiker, 45,580 15,000 
Ergeroum, _438 499 | _109,000_ 

853,758 389,828 _ 


Total, hdl Ral 


It will be noted, therefore, that even pefore the 


Armenian massacres commenced, the population of the 


greater part of the territory geographically known as 


Armenia was overwheluwingly Mussulman. Indeed, it is only 


sn one vilayet that the Aemenian population was ever ac- 


tually in the majority. Nevertheless, the complacent 


decisions of the powers were always addressed to the porte 


in a language which, by ignoring their most elemental rights, 


~girea the blood of the none too patient Kurdish tribesmen, 


vniting the interests of these unruly subjects of the Porte 


rst time in their history to the Covernment of 


osition to their 


for the f 
and setting them in opp 


_ Constantinople, 


Christian neighbors. 


Moreover, the differences between Kurds and Armenians 


wic rather than 


found which does not in- 


have always been econo political or religious. 


No satisfactory solution can be 
clude a recognition of the "national rights", equally 


of the two nations who have al- 


ancient and respectable, 


43 territory. ely, the problems 


ways inhabited th Unfortunat 
of the generalsuper imposed or overlapping "Armenia" and 


onsidaered from this angle, 


have seldom been ¢ 
1 Russian policy to 


"Kurdestan", 
e interests of Imperia 


nor was it in THe 
of the Mus suiman and 


ace hatred 


reconcile too fully the © 
ady in the Caucasus ; 


which, 2ire 


and 


Christian communities 
at sowie time sn the future on the Armenian plateau, they 
hoped to bring within the sphere of Russian rule. 

Not the least interesting of gratifying development 
i6 the rapprochement 


of recent events in qurkish Armenia 
lace since the recent Turkish magsacres 


that has taken Pp 
and 


Pan ener reece 


and deportations between the Armenians and certain impor- 


tant tribes among the Kurde. A large proportion of the 


the American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief 


refugees who visited the relief stations established by 


a 


and the Consulate in Tiflis, tada story to tell of protec- 
tion afforded by the Kurdish chiefs along the way. How 
far this benevolent disposition is due to the Russian ad> 
vance, or, as I for one would prefer to believe, because 
the much abused Kurdish race has not seen fit blindly to 
follow the brutal example and policy of Young Turkish 
"real politik", it is not necessary here to determine. 

It would appear probable, in any case, that the remarkable 


tendency already shown by the various nations and creeds 


of the Caucasus to unite into one state under the liberal 


rule established since the overthrow of the autocracy, 


will also result in a similar process in the provinces 


of Asiatic Turkey. 
However natural and appropriate yay have appeared 


the Armenian ambition towards a separate nationality or 


central autonomy under the Imperial regime, it cannot be 


denied that this movement was also largely responsible for 


religionaries in Turkish terri- 


me length to 


the sufferings of their co- 


tory. Ina previous despatch I referred at so 


the bitter complaints of the refugees about Erivan at the 


time of my visit to that place, to the effect that their 


kindred in the Caucasus had become so kindled vy "national- 


istic” ideas and the "political" aspects of the Armenian 


situation 


situation as to neglect all consideration: of. the plight 
in which such agitation placed their fellows in Turkey. 
The activities of a certain class of professional patriot, 
whose compromising and subventioned "provocations" in | 
Turkish territory were complacent ly forwarded by the 
Russian Government (and many Armenians in Russian ter- 
ritory), placed the helpless border population in a | 
terrible dilemma at the outbreak of the war. re aniee 
sso be remembered that a distinct division appears in 
many Armenian districts between town and country Arme- - 


nians. The former, the sgharo witted trader familiar to 


all who have traveled in the Levant, is, with some rea- 


LAY woe 


son, distrusted by his fellow countrymen. Moreover, 


the hopelessly divided state of “secret soaiety politics" 


which previous to the revolution governed the policy 


of the Aruenians of the Caucasus, has apparently caused 


many Turkisn Armenians to believe that the attainment of 


their highest ambition, viZ., @n early return to a peace 


ful and norme) life among their Moslem neighbors, can 
pest be secured by becoming merged in a great state rather ' 
than in uttempting to join with the Armenians of the Cau- 
erecting a new and necessarily somewhat impotent 


incependent Armenia may 


< tne 


continue, eSpe 
; ne , ene. ston among the more 
above conditions, the general impression among a 

of the Caucasus 


al minded Arwenians 


intelligent and liber 
and future is re- 


pe that an assured piace 


eer 


served for the Armenian element of the population in 
the new, liberalized Russian state. Certainly until 


the experiment hes been made, there will be much less 


@ 


gitation and support for any schemes of reconstructed 


nationality. 


In connection with the above brief account of the 
different racial and political problems of Armenia, it 
would appear of interest to add the narrative of an 


especially reliable witness, an Armenian of Aleppo, 


Hark Toroyan, who visited the Tiflis Consulate in the 


beginning of March. Toroyan, through his ability to 


pass for a Turk, was euployed as courier by a German 


officer (Lieutenant Otto Oelmann) during & journey froi 
Aleppo to Bagdad. He therefore had an opportunity or 


gy through the zone where i 


of deported Armenians from the Russian frontier provinces 


any of the worst massacres 


journey to Tiflis he passed 


of the refugees 


4 


took olace. Moreover, on his 
t 


1e route necessarily taken by many 


who, having passed the winter h 


the protection of the Kurdish tribes, were enabled to ¢s- 
case to Russian territory. A faeu OL particular interest 
tnet the Armenians 


emphasized by 


of the Giligan (the 


Syrian Hinterland), were not, as & pa 


molested during the recent massacres. 


4 the populations who, from 


at 


veen directed solely agains 


oe! 


their 


jdden in the hills or under 


Tarsus and the 


epsney wemennsemnn tte 


their geographical position might have become "contami- 


nated" by the revolutionary propaganda for a "free or 


autonomous Armenia" under Russian rule. The Young Turks 
appear to have realized the commercial value of the in- 
dustrious town armenians of the Giligan, and the deporta- 
tions which took place were principally directed against 
the Armenian peasantry whose lands were coveted by their 
Turkish neighbors as pasture for their flocks and herds. 
It would indeed appear that the Fuphrates pecame, in & 
tragically literal sense, the "dead line" beyond which 
the organized massacres did not extend. The horrors 
enacted in the deserts peyond, the awful tales of the 
running massacres during which men, women and chilcren 
ware forced at the point of the bayonet along the water 
less desert trails until, under the semblance of depor- 
tation, they were done to death in sone lonely spot, 
need not be considered in this report. 
Germany and Armenian Massecres. Concerning the 
events which have occurred in the territory pordering 
the cecupied provinces of Russia, and with respect tO 
the attitude oa German military and civil officials 
throughout Turkey, nd especially those so lergely in 
sontrol of the districts where the policy of exter- 
mination was adopted by the young Turkish regime, 
Toroyan's statements are especially interesting. From 


nis @ccount it d appear that, however active intivi~ 


duals of this nationality ey nave been in attempting Pe 


save their fellow Christia 


adopted by their political allies, there is an unfortunate 
conoensus of local Armenian testimony to prove that, as a 


rule, German officers and other officials, consistently 


adopted a policy of complete disassociation, not to say a 


cynical indifference to these events. & searching examina- 
tion of the witness left me with the impression that while 
Armenian workers under German contractors engaged in con- 
structing the Bagdad Railway, were in many cases protected 
from molestation, this policy was avowedly based on utili- 
tarian reasons. It would of course be idle to maintain 
that the full result of the deportation massacres was real- 
ized by Professor Rohrbach (a name widely known and execra- 
ted among the Armenian population of the border provinces 
as the author of the whole deportation scheme) when he pro- 
posed to add to the commercial efficiency of the Arab pop- 
ulation along the line of the Bagdad Railway elements 

drawn from the population of the Russian border provinces. 
What may have been, at worst, an attempt to remove an 
active and possibly dangerous political element from Rus- 
Sian influences, was a scheme at any rate thoroughly mis- 
understood or misapplied to suit the circumstances by the 
allies of Germany. A heavy burden of proof which, in the 
interests of the good name of the European in the Fast, it 
is to be hoped Germany will feel some day called upon to 
consider, rests upon the German Government. In order to 


clear the reputation of ner officers stationed in this ter- 


ritory it will be necessary to show why, under the circum 
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stances, they did not attempt to use theiz undoubtedly 
overwhelming prestige not only in Constantinople, but 


i) 


locally, in order to mitigate, in sowe measure, the or- 


02 


anized savagery of the military "executions" in Turkey 


and the deliberate massacres ordered from Constantinople 


; | vy officials indirectly subordinated to German military 
control. | 


Confidential. Russia's Intentions. The rapid advance 


ete a RE EE a an 


of the Russian railways across the plateau of Arinenia, the 
efforts made oy the former regime to rally the Kurdish 
tribesmen to the Russian cause, and the massing of troops) 
at Erivan, Tiflis, etc., all showed that before the revo- 
lution 2 conviction was held in official quarters that the 
principal tangible gain to the Empire would be found in 
the Turkish province of the Armenian plateau. With the 


fall of Rumania and the consolidation of the "corridor" 


from Berlin to Constantinople, the fulfilment of the old 


time Russian ambition to control the straits was rendered 
more remote than it had been since the days of Catherine 
the Great. It must, however, be kept well in mind that 
the desire to possess Constantinople and the control of 


the Dardanelles is not glone a2 mystical crusade to re=, 


place the cross upon &t. Sophia, but had behind it the 


whole force of the intelligent and liberal movement known 


og Meo-Glavism, whose program has to a large extent the 


support of a number of the high officials of the pres- 


ent Covernuent. This policy seeks to replace the 


Sa, 
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older, purely Imperialistic Pan-Slav agitation by a 


gound, practical cowmercial policy. When it is real- 


ized that the whole commercial prosperity of South 


Russia, the Caucasus and Turkestan, is at the mercy 


of any power nolding the keys of Constantinople, it 
will be seen that other than sentimental considerations 


require that Russia should make every attempt to free 


herself from the possible results of such a situation. 


While Gersany's pretensions to be a Danubian power may 


also require attention, and thus bring about some sort 


of international control of the Dardanelles, it is only 


natural that some alternate, wholly Russian outlet for 


the South Russian provinces to the Mediterranean should 


becowe a wholly legitimate ambition of even 4 liberalized 


ussion in the 


Russia. This has led to 4 revival and disc 


papers and magazines of Southern Russia of the old time 


Mediterranean 


project of a Russian railroad connecting the 


port of Alexandretta with the centres of the Caucasus bY 
railway across Armenia. An exayaination of the map, and 


“} 
tA 


ad of the raountain ranges: shows 


consideration of the tren 
quered during 


f the provinees con 


that the reéccupation oO 
e the logical pos- 


the war of 1878 would open UP once mor 
This scheme, which 


sibilities of this all-Russian route. 
ay subordinated to Hussian Im- 


has always been deliberate 
tinople, now pe- 


perial ambitions with respect to Constan 
comes of particular significance in view of the desirabili- 
ty of finding 4n adequate substitute for the engagements 
ts allies with respect to Constantinople. 


taken by Russia 
Although 


SF eae nas nearnin 


a PLOV inceés, 


—" 


Although it is conceivable that, until the last shot has 
‘oeen fired, even republican Russia will favor no other 
solution but that of a "Russian Dardanelles", it is sig- 


nificant to observe that gince the revolution the Alex-_ 


way of the gorges of th 


cree i CAL ALON I aearrer Ree a 
Pee PATE TPR ET IRE 
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andretta project has been revived as an alternative. It 


is pointed out that @ great railroad stretching from the 


Caucasus through Ergeroum, Exzinjan, and then perhaps by 


e Euphrates and the rich lands of 


ancient Cilicia, to a water terminus at Alexandretta, 


would not only give a commercial outlet to the southern 


put wovld also, from a military standpoint, be 


lled and free from the dangers of an ef- 


more easily contro 


fective blockade than the Straits of the Dardanelles. The. 


ys of the Caucasus are already being linked up with 


The valley of the Tehorok 


The 


Yrailwa 


t 


the Russian line to Trebvizond. 
trategic line to Exrginjan. 


has the trace of another & 


ch has been extended by 


existiig line through Sarakhamls 
Decauville to Ergeroum, and (a fact otherwise significant) 


EY 


qd througa 


2 corps of American engineer? recently passé 


03 


ct 


peration of large quan ities 


take charge of the o 


oO 


is Ss a = RY 


That all 


s 


of American material employed at that place. 


~ 


these costly preparations, 


ear. exceeding the needs of 


e peen undertaken 


should hav 


temporary strategic railway; 


without a more definite end than the <x 


we 


fficult +o conceive. 


operations, it is dai 


e revival of the centres of ancient pros- 


Aside frow th 
it is interesting to 


nenia and the Upper Tigris, 


perity 4 AE 


consider the economic and political possibilities 


which might be brought about ent oney the linking up of 


Alexandretta with the rich territory of Southern Russia, 
which the juxtaposition of coal, iron and Nglack soil" 
has probably destined to be the most prosperous centre 
of Russia, if not of ene. Saatane surface. 

To resume the éuoves It does not, under existing 


conditions, appear possible to ‘bring peace and prosperity 


+o the inextricably mixed settlements of Turkish, ‘Kurdish 


and Armenian peoples occupying the so-called Armenian Pla- 


beau, ma phous some strong political corinection with the di- 


rect ting forces of a liberalized Russia. Certainly no other 


alternative except that of a return to. Germen-Turkish yUuLe 
appears probable. The indirect responsivility for the te- 
cent outrages, with which the Armenian population have con- 
gs of the Young Turkish regime, would 


nected the German sponsor 
now in all probability. cause the majority of the Christian 


the old Turkish provinces to choose Russian 


inhabitants of 
On the other hand, a polit- 


ather than Turkish sovereignty. 
"international execution" of the Turks in 


ical wiping-out or 
Asia, is not only impracti- 


the entire territory of Turkey in 
While disclaiming 
"aap making", the 


4 . 2 3 yy e 
cal but even inconceivable. any competenc 
in the present popular science of 


ut the following: 


to indulge 
without regard to 


writer ventures to point o 
- . * 7 4 ‘4 < sh 

the outcome of the existing struggle, the centre of Turki 

power and civilization in the future is almost certain to 


remain 


et Re oe 


rewain in the essentially Turkish lands: of the peninsula 
pounded between the natural eeoatieee of the Tauris ueens 
teins, the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. inc Be eneion 
of Russian power to the Mediterranean along the lines set 


forth in the program of the Pan-Slav projects of the 


railway to Alexandretta, would thus have as a result the 


removal from future Turkish-German meladministration of 


she provinces of Turkish Armenia and the Giligan. Such 


a Russian province or protected district would also 


isolate from the detested Turkish rule the ancient civ- 


Jlization of the aesert Arabs who, & little south of the 


trace of the Alexandretta line, would become the logical 


natives of the S61 0% 


In conclusion IT would add that the above scheme has 


ween noted here not merely because of the interest 1% 


=~ «art as Vf oe 
presents, nor is it an attempt to suggest & settlement, 


h it might conceivably be 


with the general lines of whic 


necessary thet delegates to an international peace con- 


ference should be familier. Jt is rather vecause the Ce 


velopment cf the military campals 


ether with the triumphant m 


d appear to £ore= 


Caucasus, tog 


1 Egypt, woul 


forces) of the territories 11 question 


2 e ay Ly 5 ab | 4 ion he 
in areas whica will snevitably pring t 


ae ie 


sts. It is perhaps needless to 


point out that for the present the chief duty directly 


concerning the work of the Consulates at Tiflis and Ta- 


brig, in the territories geographicelly known as Armenia, 


lies in the oreservation of the valuable American mis- 


d in the form of good 


sionary interests, both material an 


ill, which nearly a century of self-sacrificing American 


ffort has patiently puilt up. In view of the important 


cultural influence exercised vy American wissionary es- 


tablishments throughout Turkey (especially in the Turkish 


ied by Russian sroops), en influence 


provinces now occup 
.ctor in the develop- 


which has been such an important fe 


went of both the Christian and # 


involved in the spread of su 


considered even of commercial value 
nship between Ame 


stantly growing relatio 
training afforde 


Viddle Fast through the 


= the 


port somewnat fully oF 


terest to the epartment to re 
sresent trend ol events in this much Gistressed regione 


can influence has, throughout 


American missionery 


ate 


tion for carrying ov ! 
even under the subse- 


enforced in Turkey 
guent regime, the t 


now forming the personnel 9% 
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America has secured for them a position which it 48 aif- 
ficult to appreciate without having directlycome into 
official contact with their members. I feel it wy plea- 
sure and duty to report the favorable opinion I have heard 
S aite gf EI expressed, almost without exception, ny Russian civil and 
military authorities who have come into contact with the 
work of the American missionaries in Persia, Armenia and 
vurkey. It will, sowayees be the intention of this report 


to consider American missionary interests with regard prin- 


cipally to the influence which the fundamental political 


changes now in progress in the provinces of the Russian- 
: | wurkish border are likely to have upon their situation. 


he most radical of these changes is, of course, the 


gifferent regime which will in all probability be brought 
about through substitution of Russian for Turkish governwent 
Contrary to the velief generally prevailing, even the Russian 
state church of the old regime was only to @ limited extent 
a proselytizing institution. Generally speaking, it was 
formerly considered both proper and natural that born Ma- 
houwnedans should so remain, nor were any important efforts 
nade to change their form of belief. wits respect to the 
Armenian and Syrian churches another policy was, however, 
noticeable. Attempts formerly made to win over the Arme- 
a large extent 


nian church to the orthodox pelief proved to 


useless and were abandoned, but an active campaign was waged, 


the Syrian Christians, whose 


ritual 


ritual, already similar to that of the Russian Church, 


rendered this task less complicated. While the part 


likely to be played by the Russian Church in the policy 


of the new liberalized Russian Government still presents 


cone of the most difficult and interesting problems of the 
sitvation, the fact reiains that, in view of the essen- 
pe necessary to continue due and proper respect for their 
religious beliefs and prejudices. 

rhile the problems concerning the missionaries in 


their wors among Armenian and Moslem communities will un- 


Goubtedly be greatly simplified by the new order of things, 


4 


it would appear certain thet only tnrougn conplete dis- 


association from any local and nationalistic propaganda 
can the American missions hope to preserve their present 
enviable position. Thus, any partiouler displey of in- 


terest or preference shown in favor of Syrians cf oe 


menians 2s aiffer vurds of other Yosleus, can in 


the long run have but tne unfortunate effect oF |a8se- 


ae 
a s rid ote . 5 
these races. It 15 45 4 comuon friend, trusted oy all: 
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; important role in the very near Future. Phrovgh the 
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well ag Christians, the horrors cf the religious triba 


s oortant actions 


e 3 wf fae rin i 
warfare which has acconmpaniea the more ins 
2. ; eer a n several 
of the Russian campaign +” vurkey, have been 9 
’ ay ef 
; : : mn ser sont nflvuence en- 
secasions nobably mitigatea. The personal 4 
joyed 
pe if te : ee : “ 
eae a ea te eis fees ae ‘i ey ie a 
; “ ae Suis: i 5 nes oe oe i a ey ee ue RS noes oes : 
se 7 ieee oe Ean : eee es oe 
a Ae : eee By se 
: or 2 eae a 
ee 7 re ar see, ee JOE, ah | 3s gees 
at ; far ae : a 7 es 
ert ¢" sae : ee a oe ff , me 2 pies ve 


joyed by American missionaries has led, on several occa- 
sions, to their employment in merciful negotiations be- 
tween Kurds and Armenians, and between Kurds and the 


Russian Government. It is gratifying to know that in 


one case at least (that of Dr. Packard) the tact and 
pravery shown in rescuing a whole Armenian village from 
the threatened attack of a neighboring Kurdish tribe, re- 
ceived merited recognition fiom the Russian Imperial au- 


thorities who had recommended this geent Leman for a high 


decoration. Under a more liperal form of governuent it 


would appear probable that the services of American wis- 


sionaries will be more frequently employed than ever. 


Without, however, entering further into this question, 


upon the assistance 


it would appear of interest to report 


afforded the American Committee for Armenian and Syrian 


relief by the missionary orgamizations. Ag the Tiflis 


Consulate has been, in a measure, the centre from which 


the work of the above committee was orgenized and directéd, 


(9 room having been placed at the disposal of the Chairman, 


the Rev. Dr. acallun, while the Consul has always acted 


as Honorary Chairman), 1 will close this report by a 


organization. The 


orief recital of the activities of this 


work of the Armenian Relief committee, which began on De- 


n reported upon voth by the Tiflis 


+0 subscribers to 


cember 15, 1915, has pee 


Consulate and in the report furnished 


Last October the work of the committee 


that orgenization. 
that at the sven 


in Frivan had taxen on guch ¢ 
gestion 


the local Chairman I considered it proper to 


gestion of 


visit that region and certain villages near the Turkish 


frontier in order to consult with the local Russian au= 


thorities and to facilitate this American work by @ due 


show of official interest. This appeared the more advisa- 


e fact that ever since the President's procia- 


ple from th 
ig work has been 


mation with respect to Armenian relief th 


1 authorities 2s almost official in 


considered by the loca 
I 


lad to be able to report that, as 


its character. I am g 
jon of the Consulate has 


credibly informed, the co8perat 


ath 
able to tne Russian authori- 


in all cases been highly accept 


ties. During my visit to Erivan I was able to inspect the 
neagsures undertaken by the representatives of the American 
s.of the refugees and 


Committee, poth to relieve tne distres 


to secure the repatriation of such agriculturists whose 
smmediete danger by the advance 


lands have been freed from 
ossible seeds and 


of the Russian troops. Where it was P 


plows were furnished the destitute farmers for this putr- 


three thousand cows, oxen 
distributed bY the 


pose, and more than and buffaloes, 


ltural work, were 


necessary for agricu 
+ the temporary with- 


Committee. In spite of the fact the 


protection from @ 


drawal of Russian 
\led to the undoing © 


repopulated (in August, 1916, 


ittee's work dur 
le task has pe 


rt is gratifying to Pe 


part of the Comm 
with the latest advance the who 


unabated courage: 
sociation of the consulate in this work 
. h 


once more with 


lieve that the as 
as 


, 
ay 
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ven an opportunity for the expression of 
international friendship and solidarity which 


’ 


is likely to have the most lesting effects. 
certainly no review even of the political sit- 
vation and the future relations vetween America 
and this part of the world would be complete 
without considering the opportunities which 
the sufferings of the Armenians have afforded 
for an expression of American sympathy and 
good will. 


I have the honor 40 be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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The Honorable 


David R.\ Ffancis, | | > 70M 


Amer can Ambassador, v 


A : 
Petrograd; Russia e poe wi ae Ce. 4, od & Lar onday 
Yanan 1 vy sda ds. oa Pibectok. PAD pas 
Sirse- Ak (em fae a oo 
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Cx Ca Pan * eS Moa Ke bh Ma ee 

iT have the honor to acknowledge your Excellencv's Nal 
V 


very kind note of the 14th inst. and to express my thanks 
for the information you were good enough to entrust 
me with. | 
I heave aioe as yet received the Department's in- 
structions in regard to my appointment as Assistant 
Secretary to the Commission, but if I do, I shall ac~ 
cept it, or any other position which may be offered | 
where my services can at this time be of anv value, 
however small. 
Of the members of the Commission T have met Mr. 
Root and “Mr. Crane, the other members of the Commission 
are well known to meby name, and I shall vensider it 
an HOner to serve under such men ; 
There are two points which I hope your Excellency 
11 permit me to refer to in this letter, though they 
lie suteies of my official duties. One is in regard 
to the appointment of a militar” attache to the Staff 
of the Caucasus Army for the purpose of cooperating 
with the Staff and with the British and French military 


attaches, Col.Marsh and Col. Chardinier. In case an 


urpose, it might 


jon of 
onm 188 ufficient 


officer could not be spared for this p 


ry co 
b4 advisable to mive me a temporary 


AMERICAN CONSULATE. 


gsufficientrank to enable me to act in that capacity 
retaining at the same time my office as Consul. I spoke 


of this to Mr. Carr when in Washington. As a Consul 


without being specially charged with ne tay duties 
7 t : 


iti is difficult, if not impossible, for me to be of ay 


assistancefrom a “military standpoint, either to the Fm- 
passy or to the Russian Staff on this front. 

The second point is in regard to military coop- 
eration. The foreign military attaches at this front, 
and, I am informed, the same conditions prevail at all 
other headquarters in RUSE are not invit-ed to parti- 
cipate in the War Councils ia are only acquainted with 
conditions after a decision has been arrived at, and 
often not even then. It is believed here, unless condi- 
tions» change, that the entrv of the representatives of the 
soldiers and workmen's unions into the cabinet and their 
decision to continue the war, offers an opportunity for 
a firm demand on the part of the United States and of 
the Allies to have their military attaches admitted to 
the Russian war councils, on the basis that the army of 
one of the Allies is the army of all. aa 

This measure, it is believd, would only insure 


greater unaminmity of action, but would do much towards 


reestablishing discipline. 


The foreign military attaches here believe that 
in view of the immense financial support the U.S. is 
about to lend Russia, and our great military program, 
it would ve difficult for the Central Authorities to 


refuse anv firm demand of this nature, which your Ex- 


cellency might decide to make, in conjunction with, oF 


with the support of the Embassies of Trance and Great 


Britain 


AMERICAN CONSULATE. 
Britain. 


Among the present menbers of the cabinet I have 
met Mr. Skobeleff, the representative of tle* labor 
party, who is an idealist and a sincere man, who wields 
a considerable influence in the labor councils. I 
believe the Fmbassv will find in him a sincere and use- 
ful friend. | 

In view of my sincere desire to be of service, 


I hope your Excellency will forgive my presumption in 


reporting on these points, and believe me, © — ae 


Very respec fully oo ae | 


ion at gann 


oo 


district being out 


| » . + Foreig: 


JPeheran, Persia. 


May 14, 1917. 


Davia\R francis, 
rican Ambassador, 
Petrograd. 
Dear Mr. Ambassador and Colleague: 
Your favor of a 

few woes ago advising that my letters,sent to your 
Biba ssy to pe forwarded, had been gent on in com- 
pliance with my request is at hand and I desire that 
you know my appreciation of this extreme kindness. 

I yesterday received your kind favor of March 
29th enclosing a copy of your dictated statement on 


the situation in Petrograd on March 24th. This was 


extreiely interesting to me and I would ve glad if 


you or soneone in the Embassy could find time to give 


me similar reports from time to time. 


~ou see, all happenings in Russia are of peculiar 


and timely interest to us here in Persia and we hang 


breathless on every word uttered or hint dropoed by 


our northern neighbor. For this kindness I would be 


glad to reciprocate and inform you of any happenings 


here, political or otherwise, that might prove of 


interest to you. 
government 


suffice it to say that tne popular 


. ; 
party, including the Democrats ana many others, as | 


received 


mp 
received great encouragement from recent happenings 
in Russia and the many utterances of Duma and Cabinet 
officers with reference to the Russian change ot 
attitude towards Persia. Personally, I do not think 
the hope thus inspired here is without errs 
for you may know that many events in the past decade 
or two have caused Persia to be very gealous for and 
jealous of her independence and sovereignty. ‘I ene 
mention such incidents as the Anglo-Russian convention 
of 1907, when Persia was divided into spheres of 
Russian and English influence, the puawian ultimatum 
forcing the dismissal of Mr. Shuster, the American 
Treasurer General of Persia in 1911; the presence in 
poth peace and war times of large numbers of Rus sian 
troops in Persia, and many many other similar things. 
One of the immediate effects of the Kussian 
revolution has been the demand in Persia for imme diate 
election of members of both the Medjliss and tne Senate, 
tne two legislative podies provided for by the consti- 
tution. Since the establishment of the constitution 
three medjlisses or lower nouses have been elected, 


but no senate as yet. 


Numerous meetings nave been held in Teheran, Resht, 


Tabriz and other cities in Nortnern Persia in which 


social democracy is freely discussed and the establish- 


ment of a republic even mentioned. These meetings were 


usually led and instigated by Russian subjects, doubt- 


less many of whom are misguided enthusiasts, for it is 


understood that they have gucceeded in forcing the dis- 


missal of the Russian Consul ceneral at Tabriz, and 


caused endless embarras sient to other Ru ssian Consuls 


in 
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ances 


in Persia. Some of their meetings have been held in 
rooms of the Hoavian Concit General at Teheran, aes 
seems powerless to check the sen ayatiee and demands of 
these fanatics. These are for the most part Russian 
subjects and they are advocating the election by the 


local Russian stbjects of their Consuls, Ministers, 


Legation Secretaries etc. and even favor, l understand , 


the election by popular vote of their professional men, 
such a lawyers, doctors and teachers. I do not believe 
their theories have taken much root in Persia but such 
doings have doubtless had some effect. 

With renewed thanks for your many kindnesses and 
with best personal regards from both Mrs. Caldwell and 


myself, I am, my dear Colleague, as ever, 


GCratefully and Sincerely Yours, 


Copy to tne Department. 
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Tiflis, 


J. Butler Wright, Fsquire, 


‘a 
hy s 
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Counedélor of Timbassyv , | 


Petrorrad. 


Dear Mr. Wright:- 


‘ 
vy 


ie situation here has not improved verv freatly 


though everything is quiet for the present. Much of the 


trouble is due to a conflict of authority. The Commissioners. 
of the Provisional Government as well as the Commanding 


General are much hampered by the soldiers and labor repre- 


sentatives. I have hopes that these difficulties will with 


time be overcome, but for the present the military operations 


are seriously hampered. It occurs to me that an arrangement 


could he made to have representatives of our army and of the 


eS (| allies attached to the Russian soldiers Committees to parti- 


|cipate in deliberations concerning the war and to insure 
i 


sighs Lasts wl Saeki acca Ricca erate 
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laeee concerted action, and to bring about a closer union 


hetween the soldiers of tne allied countries. The influence 
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za | of such men on their Russian comrades would be very great ‘ 
4 i 
: and most beneficial. I know tt:ere are many technical and | 
other objections to this plan, but Iam sure the advantages | 
to be pained are overwhelmingly in favor of its adoption. | 


Will -ou be so kind as to speak about the matter to the : 


Ambassador and if it meets with wovr approval cable to Wash- 
inepton. Serious attention should be paid to this front,where 


: . + : 4 ye NIE Hs sid 
the disorganisation is, lI understand, both in une matter of 
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i iscipli TO Pe 4 the German and Austrian 
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does not permit it to be disregarded. Basie 
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Some time ago in private conversation, I sucrested 


to one of the Commissioners a system of popular lectures 


for the political education of the lower classes here. The 


Jove was highly approved of, but owing to opposition from 
i the labor and soldiers committees, I am informed, could not 
j 
i 


be carried ovt. A meeting of the sort was recently arranged, 


hut was ordered closed bv these committees. 


With kindest rerards. 


